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Preface

These notes make no claim to Jriginality. \They are simply Canon Leslie's
Succession list' of the Clergy of Magheross (Ogrrickmacross) Parish interlaced
with material from other bogks and web sites\written by people who know
about the history of the afea. These are put tygether with some personal
reflection to help the authgt understand the heritagg he has entered into and it
is hoped they will give af much pleasure in the reading as was enjoyed in the
compiling. There is no gffort here to be academically accurate, or critically
detached or unconcerned} W1th the human weaknessesfwhich are all too evident.
If anyone is offended by Wnfair-criticism, by what isfincluded incorrectly or by
inexact reference to what 1% quoted please ask the afithor to make correction or

apology.

It may besasked why there ds so little mention of e post ReformefilomRoman
Cathohe Chureh or otheg cltirches 1}7{ area, or\ degt other ocal Chugch of
Irela_nd parishy tls bec ¥se these . 11 dea}t with by cen etent authors
elsewhere ayfd refdyence has.be the 1b110gr phy
and; referen es. Algo, other than Mr. Sutcliffe's account, thgre seefs to be no
hlst(pry of arricknjacross Church o etgnd Parish and we ope in ime to g

a s1m11ar reagent to M; Donaghmoyng, K11a Y,
Innr%keena d C@ erry | Gt o

Thanl\ck \Hue t Mrs v-n‘ marl alachy Cpnnoly;pveddevin
R Lgibrary. Canpn Cecil Mills and
dded information ayailable to
t remain fre, of chursg , my
s \ N
\ I.
Robe_r:[ Kingsfon

others wh Ihave émmente |o
them. Ang/confusfon and tHe
resnsrrf},ty.- ¥

1 Clergy of Clogher, Leslie, J.B. Eds. Crooks and Moore 2006
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Description

On the northern edge of the plaig occupied by counties Louth, Meath and
Westmeath, just behind the f#rst lines &f drumlins, lies the town of
Carrickmacross. Drumlins areflow gravel hWNs deposited by the retreating
glaciers of the last Ice Age wih steep sides and Waterlogged valleys some with
shallow lakes. The underlyjhg limestone rock uder the Monaghan drumlins
allows few of the rivers to fun overground for any §reat distance. The drumlins
southern line roughly coigfcides with the boundaries §f the ancient Province, or
Cuige, of Ulster. Runniflg right across the island btween the mountains of
south Down and Done al they form a natural lifie of defence which is
penetrable but with diffict ty

A 19" century article puts it like thlS
“A glance at the ynap will show- that tHis province is three parts
_swrrounded by seagand that the remaining boundexy, orddrdN{rontier,
//of Ulstef wiigh 1 iy be hly defikgd By a lln\ drawm\ from
" Dunda$i_to Ball\hannon,/gh th Bay of\Donegal, givhg, the shdrtest
[/ traygrse tgm sea té\sea,/ he westatn _half of this Mne is\ Occupie by
:." / the watery of Lough Erne h1ch form a complete ddfence fiom
| Ba yshanon to Belturbet, g/tgsance of nearly fiffy mileq; while the
i\ chdin_of the Fews moynfdins ..\x nufront of Ii-- along he
"-_"‘\ outlt ROSt. art of the edfa ot erable Py ion of the other,
\or eastern half. The |Afkrval injthejce ntre Was protedfed by the coupfties
: (lhs cto w,, ooded hills, interlgeeda#ith a
7 ,\hipuigh whic there was but one
rony of Fafney, which thence
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m teaste of e ewroawhc !‘ d“mo and/m
thr ugh therumhn country! from the plam$| o0 the southfup into the heay of
Ulst T, So fro the ea l1est times 1ts enlnrons luhd igni :

2 The Illustrated Dublin Journal, Voltge#Number 35, May 3, 1862
3 The Monaghan Story. P. Livingstone. P.517
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had visited it and appointed its firstpdisflop (hence the ascription 'Domnach’)
gave it priority over any other holy sk® R} the area which could not make such
claims. Carrickmacross, as distinct fom Magheross, is basically a 17" century
Plantation town, but over time itf£clipsed &l the more ancient settlements in
the area becoming in time the prghcipal town df south Monaghan.

Origins
Carrickmacross has roots/that go back much furthe than the 17™ century. At
the foot of the hill below St. Finbarr's Church’ whereja bridge, much narrower
than the one which exists today, has ‘crossed the Pfoules river for centuries
there has been human ‘settlement since at leasyf the sixth century. One
suggestion is that the Proules is named after a local Jand agent in the 1800's but
Peadar O'Caside suggests \Proules is a mispronynciation of the Irish word
“Prochlais” meaning “Cavey’, which he says-is veng appropriate given that the
Proules ros through severgl caves as it makes its 4vay to Carrick#fiadxgss. So,
more correctly it shou | be /alled “AfStginn na PXOChMise™. " hlle it ‘agpears
to be'a small s Qugh stroX now, Ay one '}ne it pro¥ided thepd et for @\mill
and/ 1ts significancs, may well hayé/been evd \gre afer than tfat in Yy ore andjent
tlmes The) farliestjextant map of the area drawn by Thonjas Ravgn in 1634°
deplicts the Proulesjas a long wide e /;‘ of water, almost an elorjgated lake,
as m appro ches, the bridge Thjs wal\ creatgd by the Blyice Ihlch stdod
just, he51de eBrl be. P 5

\ '
There'we '\%tc::epI anks on h (forth g/been
smoothed puit overjthe centutie 'ﬁ} ‘ i -'1 r times frmed a fatural line
of defenc The Cafrig Maca ke RS 18 a gl esdription oflthe top | df the steep

ough Liv ngstone statgs the

wn quarrl d away\’to not ing

i
'

slope _thay/] looms oyer the riyer!Hea 4 j:
nange're erste a 1o fge limestpn i tsidey|
in fhe 18‘h2entu /by lime b er z &"‘-'? ]
| W7/ A ;?"\ 17 R
To the soutly of e Proules is thea 3 f’ eross and thf no 'Magh DSS
Ch rch Th derivaljon of |the f Iy Maghe oss} or Mgcaire Rps openy an
inte stmg sid {elight dp the naturg of'hfstory or those whb say hj tory is/§o do
with ¥acts. Thd name agh ross| 1?%: ’giohd ‘Epugh fact put Breg hnachf points
out th t there at least \six Jposyible “dg [Viafloaso the name.fnone ¢ them

¥s. History ‘doe ,I;t phst Qafwitlr faéts it has ‘fo*I ok At how

SO E

deadar, Macally 1979 p W /

fithie Bath Estate, Rayen, Thomas 1634
sgghan Story. P. Living$tone. 1986 pA17

The Monaghan Story. P. Livingstore P,

A Heritage Guide to Carrickmacross. P. Breathnach. Tidy Towns. 1996. P.32
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facts are connected and the meaninpddff and the real consequences of those
facts. Therein lies the problem an#ftRe fascination. It seems most likely
Magherross originally referred to thg’'Plait\of Ros'.

Magheross is the site of an angfent Holy Wyll, the Tobar Inver, now buried
under a grassed over area but Jocated almost bégide the river just to the east of
what was the old narrow brifge. The importancd, of this well most likely pre-
dates the coming of Chrisflanity and is reputed Y have been visited, if not
settled beside, by a St. Hinbarr which gave the afea Christian significance.
Inver is an anglicised forruption’ of the name Fj barr. Magheross is the
settlement that grew up faround this holy place -on which a church was built,
reputedly originally by Figbarr hlmself

It is interesting that recentYocal knowledge names fthis as "Croppies Well" the
scene of all sorts of local gatherings for-amusemént, drinking, gambling and
fighting, and does not seen’to know of the Finbarr{onnection. In ogagr places,
as for example-Stiv :'.u 's Well i * llaght chulch gpdStareotticials in the

lSOO’s{:f:losed”’fhe local™agly’ wells ecayse the Pyyérns' or N tlvalsh 2ld at
them led to g ofndrgl dlsord l;and oraliySt. Flﬁbarrs well, ndyy markey by
an Qmamen I stechiree have-been tiled-in-fo th saf§ty reasohs.

I 4 ‘ i

i | .
his’ 1sts\sF:wen dlffe ent St Flnbarr as
fe 1 1nc}$ us that St§ Finbafipissaof just

as Bishgp of Ca thness and
island of Barra « diff the west

Stq Fl 1) -_ -

Eom Neesop in “The Book dfTj
being vendtated i m Ireland. Mr.f}
an Irish sa 1’1ts nanje.There i .fgo A | .
Sunderlan |and who is venefatq¢d Hn d le Hi¢
coast of §tbtland. Finbarr, o |F1 Ba é&e g, in Irish{"fair ha1 ed Barra"
‘ e faif- alred ne from Barr J_ afavoured ngme fm‘\l’rlsh saints
1t is not certa exactly hof ey g Fipbarr is. Vmgstot‘le se ms
may allfstem from the dne
SO rce He el of\ how "t e ¢ 11 origingted \amgong the} Dal
Fia “ch anlald pgople, dt Movil east gorner o Co Dgwn
whe e_the sa1t may have li ed Frotn here it spread to plany pay s of Ir¢fand,
inclu mg Corl, where\St. Fif iba \ﬁ;f,espeﬁal yvenera ed."!! /' i

L_. / f
The p p,1¢ ofJ prk's neighbouo n{ Joese of Cloyng fwould b &eh dw1th
this vefs J)ﬂé feving, as th QY d@ hat the p1d) thotigh of the C§ ik i o , and

9 The’ e ""f Irish Saints. Eoin Neeson. 1967Mercier Press. Cor}
10 The Monaghan Story. P. Livingstore P,
11 The Monaghan Story. P. Livingstone. P.517
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with him the fortunes of Cork dioces¢atithe expense of Cloyne, had more to do
with local ecclesiastical power strgfg¥gs than any involvement of a real
Finbarr. Despite this, we would hav£ to sdy that the Monaghan Finbarr is very
likely not the same Finbarr who #§ commeXorated in so many ways in Cork
City and Gougane Barra at the Source of thdyRiver Lee. However. The Cork
Finbarr's true name was Lochgn,'? Finbarr beikg merely a pet-name. Linking
lowly Lochan to Finbarr dig Cork Diocese notharm at all in its ultimately
successful struggles to dordinate neighbouring Clgyne and maybe something
similar occurred with Magheross. By claiming a tglationship with Finbarr it
gave itself a leg up in prginoting itself over the more fincient Donaghmoyne. In
later times Donaghmoyhe lost out even further when the Norman/English
abandoned the Motte and, Bailey they: bullt in Donaghmoyne in favour of the
Castle in Carrickmacross. -

Magheross Church

The most ancLent’ builh Qg Wday in eross is¥he o St. Fi arr hurch.
The current ryimon the st { dates fi th ‘1\500':\31) 1s thou it 0 be the hird
or fbilrth by d1n crected on thi g fout gyving furgher
refdrence t ntahs1 gly hnks a predecessor of this Reformdtion pdriod church
gdotym" mentioned in Adamnahi's "Lifd of

St. Colum". hel Archaeo 1110 Co. Monaghan* fecords ' that
the ! igﬁonast "w bumt n_ 6% ‘day Thave ini lved A previpus
‘ ¢s. River nFa‘y well jnark the nortiern

boundary 'lf\the s ttlement h Marexw! up re?, tretching along- Wheatds/now
e beforelar develop ents nrth of the

river.
Thef Corise, Manage____ent Sfra produc d by~ Gl for for
M naghan Count ouncil

| "The earljesi referen¢e (td-Maghetossy Corhes in th | 1fe of Colmc lle
(c. iO D), when Mh ds AW '
. Mugdorna who occupi
“-\_ Carrickmacros. Laterb thd
_Fir RoiY, whosd, terri

. and betweg Castllayney nd
churéh was! lalsso 1ated ith the eople cAlled
vered 1 ‘c‘ of south/Monaghan. Thefe are
eferenc s to twy pHots g i o gre likely to ha been
emde,nﬁ At Cell Rojs/viag] AaE #a. 825) 3 _. padraig
"” I Later still) he & tay withiin thé territory B, he 0 Carroll
- W
12 The B ""f Irish Saints. Eoin Ngeson. 196#Mercier Press. Cor)
13 The Monaghan Story. P. Livingstorte, P,
14 Stationery Office, Dublin 1986 '
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and MacMahon kingdoms. TiRe#irst written reference to Magheross
comes in c.1541 — ecclesia MaR3chialis Sancti Finini de Ros, alias
Machair Royes, that is Maghgross 1y the Diocese of Clogher." The CMS
report also quotes Grace/ MoloneW, (unpublished) as recording the
following: "For a period j the 12th ceNtury, the see for the area was the
Abbey of Louth (Flanagan 1980, 225). After the dissolution of religious
houses in the Reformgfion period, the tithds for the parish of Magheross
were held by the Abpey of Louth and the Npspital of St John in Ardee.
Later, James I granfed ownership of the Magheross church lands to the
Bishop of Cloghef, and it was sold it under fhe Church Temporalities
Act to the Portert famlly (Shlrley 1879 -534)] bringing it into private
hands." \

If you look at an ordnance\survey map of Monaghgn you will observe that the
line of the street through Mallinary is continued upthill and down valley almost
without a bend for about en miles to just beyoryd Shantonagh. Such direct
routes elsciwirers g beeil identified as | Celtlc roads, beSuEitnto usg when
people walked or perha fnoved b ¢ from\INgée to pla 5 “as th\: CrOwW
&y eplace m more \:nes by more twistind '\roads which
werg; des1g d to Pe=as édposstble-td-rHov=for-hofisc-dray n vehidjes.
Suq'hi straigfit roads could also have bé&dn pllgrlm ways or thilitary§roads. Qne

' K5 P icular road and} the pogitioning} of
..»‘&‘ jTe72md the relpgiou _and sogial
wve [caused the locatibn to become fthe
Ace 0 11grlimage ;

Mag,heross SENpppularity
s1gn1\ﬁcance Toba : Inver $!' e

D
il as being] thyedy
n to a b .« rewpru
tow 1n Mag eross Paltsh Reft t er With ﬂn parlshes'of Dona ne,
and Kila j\y“‘dh' _' adg up mostfof the aﬁqea knwn
of theTeld T 'a’r ingdeyt,of [Oriel. Fathey took its n e
] anc1é1;1t se er§, the "Fir Fernniajge” whq Liviingstonef® lls us came i re
] Loug ney 'n west| Mo ah 1. “Alte atively Bregdtnach ays F
ch 1wh1éh neans an alder wood./

oyne with 1t li tto Sﬁjyatrlcd% an d aghfross, 1{h its | nbarr
i b ----u prndn Ce ¢ ghurch o fthe S%and 6"
s becamg &shristins and
Awith their dirc

16 The Monaghan Story. P. Livingstorte, 198
17 A Heritage Guide to Carrickmacross. P. Breathnach. Tidy Towns. 1996. P.10
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church links, the early Irish church Mst/ts independence and this is reflected
locally in that by the early 1100 Wonaghmoyne and Magheross were
controlled by the Abbey of Ardee yith ity Norman connections. Livingstone'®
summarises these changes by sayifg that: "Nae church of St. Finbarr served the
Carrickmacross area down thefcenturies, ayd like many Irish churches it
assumed a monastic character yhich persisted Ugtil the twelfth century reforms
in the Irish church." Even if fhis monastic character was initially Celtic, it later
became more Western Latin/as Ardee was an Augu\tinian foundation.

Those twelfth century rgforms can' be traced back tp perhaps one significant
event. In 1040 a Dane cdlled Sitric was, according td the coins he had struck,
"rex" (king) of Dublin, though, according to other cgntemporaneous accounts,
he was or "dux" (leader). He caused a fellow Dane,fa cleric called Donatus, to
be installed as Bishop of Diublin and together they Pegan the building of Christ
Church Cathedral. Donatusgdied in 1074-and his su§cessor, named Patrick, was
consecrated not by the the $ish Primate in ArmagHybut by the Engligh Primate
in Canterbury==Pgtriek _boufd himself_tg \"obey' hir  angATSSCCessol in all
things’, pertalmng to thd hristian /£ ThiNgfult to the. auth&( y of
: 2 \d the shift to afceNting English

Momontminititkymittinlet theDamish-tdritoridy to English
chqrbh 1nﬂ ence af d subsequently to fiie influence of the wider Wistern Latin
chliﬁch. c'w this fime on native Irj y could not be ound inf many, 4nd
certamly e Igportant, [TiS arisfregi whe here wag™Streg outdide

influence. We not ithat this ¥s-fiyle hundred|ye: ‘Before the § eformatlon w1ch
most \peol seem fto assoc1‘.:f;II ith the tak ovdr of the Ifish ch}lrch anfl its
bulldlngs 'r 1nvad ers and fopeiher iarr mé@ oss is differenf’in [this egard

S clergy cq tinued |to serve in
Magheros 'down t and eve |b gon t ¢ Reformation. -

T e Nﬁd e Agls.

Frm the ; X ar 10Q through to \a Yo iirqq /e have foupd .‘ Hftle digect
infdrmation\about vkhat wals hap 'ng, thu ch-yise, infthe Ca 1ckmac oss
area.There s, howgver, 4 tdéai golng bn n the elatlon 1ps bet een

,"r/,

2 _]0 impact p this l pcality.
diocese W ~t-he O od of

dlrectly under th ontrol of thix\)@ :
McCartin _ #id to be a co m‘:&s‘ DAY

18 The Monaghan Story. P. Livingstone. 86. P.517
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Patrick and who is generally creditdh %] have founded Clogher around 493),
Moran, (Abbot of Clogher in 843 af Who in the Annals of Clonmacnoise is
called Bishop and is said to have digd whie a captive of the Danes,) and Ailill
(named as Scribe, Abbot and Bighop in 889,) in reality were probably only
"Bishops" of a small local area/in the preseNce of many other such bishops.
There were many types of organisation, appargntly, in the Celtic church and
one of the purposes of Rathbfeasil was to try andyput some sort of order on all
this. The fact that subsequefit Synods had to be hgld to refine the Rathbreasil
decrees shows how slowlyfchange actually-took plade on the ground.

The Diocese of Cloghr, as defined in' 1110, stfetched from the River
Blackwater on the east toyGalloon in the west and fr¢gm Slieve Beagh to Slieve
Largy, near Sixmilecross. {The area later known as {ounty Monaghan was not
included; it was part of Arthagh Diocese. Thus Magheross was in the sphere of
influence of Armagh, but aso, of course; influenceyl by the powerful Abbey of
Ardee. Soon after this th¢ Bishop of Clogher, Ypossibly BishopmChristian
O'Morgair,™appa mofyed his sgat from C] ghe 0o umer the
1nﬂuence of Dnough 0 Aroll, the' K of Oriel\[Mis mean -e was }nvmg

mu'c[h like; the new centralised arrg /-f ments. The Bishop of Cl gher frm
1135 to 1 1Y Z#T" rgalr End l .Z c‘l,‘l.\ iSaR¥Carroll, CpiStm=-@'Muccafan
oW as(' 3 1Sh0ps offflouth or Orlel but
their \Quth%{ty strdtched rig t Io ¢ what is’ noW Fermd agh ghd parf of
Tyrone. Hf \wever living in Q- ith Iy suB’s ervient tofthe Arb bisfiop of
Armagh i whose iocese Lg t d'on pesllaps not so ¢asy terrhs with the
powerful bbott of Ardee w| owou (i ’pa € Taie d authort ty over 3 it least the
Farney-ayca il [ 5 g 1!,- s 5
/"" / LI ‘ | 174 \ \
In 1197 this con plicated arlig- -cieg Tal &1& F:nt fell aparf and the wB1sho of
Clgher niq)ved’ is seat back to ¢ e- or-Partpf the reason have been that
attqmpts hafebeen jnade b pe&»pe!m Féﬁ nagh to ing all Sy al Bishop.
They, as novk, Louth jeems { very long/ ‘wa frm he Augher vallg 'andt ose
at o e end of Cloghkr canj fee tb:p@e at | e[ other endl have ery dlf Erent
concekps. Louth then skayed 'w1t @%z tla& ecme) ¥lonaghg L{and Was put
with (¥ hat lat? becameY), Hermahagh 4 wel of yrohe to def 1,he the'diocese
of Clo yhier However, the' ytory e ghere. /n 1252 the uu T¥part of
sagain put wkh Armugh—fers m‘gt diocesan af )
s od: e last twist to #qis particular sag#'is that six hun ‘_
in 18506t death of BlShOp oftus of Hogher the (Establ

and Maehsa O'Mu flkerin wekea 1

B

I

\\'\
Ehurch)
diocese was found to have no moneyspd#as linked again with Armagh. This
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lasted until 1886, after the disestablshifjient of the Church of Ireland, when
local people in Clogher put the funds#Bgither to re-instate their own Bishop.

One curious little anomaly was tlfat Ardstray, to the north of Clogher, which
had a Bishop of its own and mgintained itselRas a diocese until taken over by
Clogher was later, in 1285, jorcibly 'seized By the Bishop of Derry. Small
ecclesiastical areas, such as Ardstraw or Farney\were pulled to and fro in the
power struggles between /more powerful preldges. So while the simple
devotions of the ordinafy people continued to\be faithfully offered in
Magheross Church and fit the Tobar Inver and plades like them, those who
controlled their destlnles and who even at that tlme were largely foreigners to
them, worked out their vatious 1ntr1gues

Tensions in the church weke matched by changes jh the political arena. In the
13™ Century the O'CarrollpClan which had ruledythe Kingdom of Oriel for
centuries and had weatheréd a century of Norman pressure and agiacks from
neighboirsT weret ted d supplanted by the.ac Of'sTIhe neW, rulers
never achlev d the coh®sjytness o ) \~.pffect\\tdays
County Mongkhly, was diy kdedlpz(/ small \ﬁefdoms ! \Y

bf Carrjckmacr( Ss,
e MacMahons | this
; 4 40 the west
é's{ DIV "tidnelg stafes that in the ate
fourté@nth égntury branch ¢ Maho s sejtﬂed at a fbrt on, j;he Lurgans.
This is up l;le veryjsteep hill ! ‘ M llinary frbm the TobaFInver
and perhas more|secure tHanyth¢ Maghieross'kite. They lived in{dangerous
times pa fly from the threafs o thei en in thg other NlacMahon
landg ¢ north;Jut mainl Fro; b ke i rmans. F2 rney__l_@'.,' %9 the
noxfl of tlrfe "Paj¢" the apea”sec glo Nominans and so' yvas
cof _stantlylunder eat. : ; || |

I'g // M
Wwh 1le the MeMahdns of Fa
in the Chur had $hifted |from.
Norrhan/English monjstery| «
structtite of thd church\demp
betwegn. the lodgl Irish bt
¢ Lh@g influence »

changed T ot It their
of the still, t1ny seftlement &

\Trish clergyf to the MPrior off the
fqe ways tife chaniﬁg al]}f ority
edrly|the tgnsions fhat therf were
of the iphading A LﬁgoN ans,
the one/hand andya: ._W..t in the

A )
LTRSS
W \\\\

tie.zather cloudy ecclestisical histog of Magheross, in pgis et ar, and

19 The Monaghan Story. P. Livingstone. 1986 P.517
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the Farney area in general bursts out fatéthe clear light of day as the book "De
Annatis Hiberniae" tells us that ot 16" of October of that year John
McCarvill [Maccearbaill] was appopited By the Pope to the perpetual Vicarage
of the Church of Ros. The valug/ of the Wing to the Vicar was 6 marks®.
Unfortunately the clear light of day reveal§ a dark tangle of complicated
intrigue. PRTEHIETR

In 1432 Vicar McCarvill isfnoted to be keeping a\concubine?', but we do not
know the lady's name and/though he is still titled \Perpetual Vicar" we know
that in 1428 Gilbert O'Sheehy [O'Sichigi] was appdinted to the Vicarage on
December 14%. Canon L slie notes that he was probgbly the Gilbert O'Scheyg
"of the Diocese of Cloghdr, CIk. (i.e. Clerk in Holy Qrders), who had interfered
in 1411 with the rectorial\rights of this parish and fof Donaghmoine®. In line
with the general outline wd have already given, Capion Leslie notes that at this
time the Rectory seems t¢ have belonged-to th§ Prior of Louth, which is
confirmed, for example in¢the article entitléd "A Gharter of Donatys, Prior of
Louth”24 =ty lor. He states; mong the Fiang-oT@uten Eligabeth,
there is' a lease to John Nakely of J "rectotid¢#nd spirigaglities " Which
had belonge /to e suppre ssed ’ E)f Lout}l The 11 of Yiem in‘c‘_des

"M¢gher0ss e andpBenagnmadys e dbseasdes Edwyrd Mooye,"
wh;dh menfions, agnong other denomifitions, " the rectoryof Maghyrclooj in
Infei'ny, half the rectory of Rosse Maghyrrosse, iy Infernly, landsjof
Capperagh A1 (half the[pa b henney, | T inder imy." Here
Donﬁaghenney apjears to as of Dona mu yhe andRosse 1s expre sly

stated‘\ to e\an aligs of Maghy Ese. "Thys the,RSs and Duenac;ham offthis
' ' ¢ do dl}’l" he parlshs of Ma bhe &5s (in

Styp of
¥ So tl?@ parls of
e we do not knpw
3 ﬁu tions prove fthg involveme 1 of
r

}aﬁ B

pa
(i I 1__/;.
L ::' i
gr_g;i héiszfms

|
/

L%lc ar i.and "Rector" fhese glish
- / { /

Proceedings of the Royal Irish A
no. 19

24 adep# Aug. 1915 Volume xxxii, Section c,
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words derive from the Latin terms "{#caflius" meaning someone who stands in
for someone else and "rectus”" which ¥ tRe perfect participle of the verb "rego"
which means to straighten out or/rule & get things right. Vicars have no
authority of their own merely stghding in ¥pr the person who has appointed
them to the job. So, for example/the Pope is rgferred to as the "Vicar of Christ"
deriving all his authority from fhe Master he setyes. A Rector on the other hand
is the right person in the right place at the right time having all rights and
privileges attaching to the¢/ position! However the real difference between
Vicars and Rectors conceghed money. The Rector hgd the right to any income
from the church lands vfhile Vicars, who were depgndant on the Rector for
their position, were glad to take whatever money pas handed on to them.
Curiously some Church of Ireland clergy today (ofterf in wealthier parishes of a
particular theological outlpok!) like to be called Vigar rather than Rector, not
seeming to realise the dimifution of status this impfies. Vicars were note much
better than the badly abuged "Curate's Assistanty" of later centuries. This
situation also led to the alfuse whereby greedy Idy people as welkwas clergy
often sought;-semetimgs viglently, the ‘rectorial 1ig ts T Bet theNgpcome
but having no/ 1ntent10n D @zhg an; of "Q work g ed to pr‘qh the Gpspel
or help the pgtish mprove Inste?d/ ey pX in pooy; less welFcomiected clergy
to do'the regf : : 4 \ i

~5f=Ross, as fhis
ok Afmagh of the 31 Oct per,
AIT anci ‘ost senfor dlg;iltary if the
Church org q:re"d so meone called o be dn’ﬂ ted herendch (wh1 h T¥¥ore or
less meang 'a lay Rector, or 1|||\ ;

place of ,hurlce, Canon

In | 458 wt: hear pfia disputl;

Jut e the erma e Wwrote® {
Cldgher and\specially thosefi
Pert etual Var of Rosse ajg :
reprégentation\a Papal Resctipt nd:,vwho is qu be| pubh fhed ang treated ds an
intrudet," Rathr threatgning & e..glefry aﬂ% '"The Seglular Ary Oer ahon

O'Sheehy [Rsfitg i is reco; '
name is mentlone : in the

and Q Rayly tq help". S ! rimaye fn Armﬂd'_s___ap‘ﬂpmtee,
O'Sede ijiset against 1 ppls.dppc teg, O'Cof nallyn ,._méj..“'rimate
calls g i Mahons \ O'Re Porthis man. Tt 9\" ‘ﬁil sting to
noted) ishgp Roger Maguisg was the last Irjghman to be ap ‘ m& hop

for a considegable time, his succddgors all bejpd English monks angiat4€ast one

25 Calendar of the Register of John Pren Archbishop of Armagh, 16
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of them, John Courcey, being of Noripa#flescent.

About this time monks from Europghn, as\distinct from the old Irish monastic,
orders began to be introduced/ The MagMahon brought Franciscans to
Monaghan in 1462. The friars eghphasised the\power of preaching and this was
obviously a novelty in Cloghgr. The Annals o Ulster for 1454 has an entry
which states: “A sermon wasfreached this year 0g the Clochcorr in Fermanagh
by Tadhg O Donnchadha ./ T wrote that because\it is known to me that that
sermon . . . is talked aboyf by a multitude of persoks.”*® Lengthy sermonising
was obviously not much jndulged in by the ordinary parish clergy.

In 1484 one Thomas is hamed as Vicar of Rosse fpllowed in 1528 by John
O'Crayn. Then in 1530 thdre is-a bit more excitemefit as it is mentioned that a
Patrick O'Sheehy [O'Sygi{, who had been appojnted Vicar, had not been
ordained in the appointed¢time and was-forced % vacate the parish. (D.R.
Arm.). So in that same yearof 1530 James McCrarywas appointed Yagar by the
Archbishopof- . Nét /surprls gly Mr. O] Sheehy a0t takeNgll this
lymg down an w1th o we ar A he "diét héd" Vica M\ \cCrar}\ the

 the same Year of a Th()rnas g‘kaj

P'ri' be .-o Jdlnted
é Vlca ef’@ cant by the déath{ of Patrick

~.l.

O'Syg1 at he Ronfan Court Rayick 50‘ idoes not geem to thave been
i frrq t ¢ | wanted the
: l ¢ he

eptember 15B0.
fannual ffee
and ‘111 S enls it ha to be rId fro the

lﬁgiy an‘g(

_(_)_X'olo fie, and }{e Re(; ry of
g |'I--=» el Kilthorg

AV, * Canﬂ Leslid is not
His bdokpprefering to let-therfict} speak
< rdat\n pre-

27 Diocesan Register of Armagh
28 De Annatis Hiberniae i.45
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Reformation times as after." This dde#{back to our mention of Vicars and
Rectors. Not content with taking ti fcome from one parish many clergy
became Rectors of a number of parig hes -afain collecting the dues for their own
purposes and paying a number offoorer.cldggy to do the pastoral work. These
pluralists were a great evil ipf the reformdd Church of Ireland but were
apparently only picking up whgre the pre-Reforipation church left off.

The next mention of Maghgfoss Parish in the old decords is for 1541 when we
are told that John McGragn, the Vicar, deceased M this year and Adam (or
Odain) M'Abairde was apointed Vicar by the Primatg on the 28" September™.
The current ruin in Magheross, as we have noted, Was constructed about ten
years after this, and though damaged and rebuilt in gubsequent times probably
looked similar to the way\it appears now and prob bly still displays elements
of Vicar McGrayn's efforts :

The Reformation N T N

Mr. Sutcliffe’)ygints outMHat the Qlirre ‘Maghe d¢s Church "ges from the
Reformatlo peridd and from a/#me of Pelitical’ turmoil/An thd area as\the
MaCMahon the rgling family, struggd to maintain their puthority. 1550} its
hke]iy date pf building, was nine yeg# :"e... ter Henry VIII of 1 ngland! had mgde
hlmself Kihg of lreland. A i appointed, Ar brshop of
Arm gh, Jo¥n Kr a frren Jicomplainggl o Wolsey ab out
the b rbarlty of bo i the Gaq qmmltted # his charge apfl of
the general \ﬁeglect of church] i\ d e
- |

e
)

It may in ed be hore than | u olec rDgsert :ng a sligh ly later period but

'Jnlngs £'stor -bu1ld1n’ttyp ‘n it \pl the area Th IllustratedD blin
Jo rnal Volume I, INumber(35, M ,:'ZI Q sta .\\. \

| In the days of Qugen H oth / by an Act]of
' Pa jarpent assed or t ; the miost
_ /For heir greater ecurlty he O'N ls
wrth uch sl ewd ¢SS nd l ilcy,lrnstea of attgmpting o stren hen
.\ their'dountry Vyith ¢ tastlds, | ﬁybad @?ﬁ ta be byfilt. Ang / carryjyfg out
thlS plap of renderipg- ¢ir coupfny Jntenable tg an invaler, for/frant of
.--;'qyerJa d supplids ey d ur rayddiagrictlydre, and ¥epttheigpeople

Je I i

dering, pa toraljl ¢ Their” o‘* llipgs are desgri ed“ S thaving

:Kev John, Parish His Qy (printed 1vately)
31 The Course of Irish History. eds. TS, M6ody and F.X .Martin. Mercier Books.
Pp. 171 & 172.)
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been made of wattles, or boggh#€jof trees, covered with long turves or

sods of grass, which they &§ull ecasily remove and put up as they
wandered from place to plage in sgarch of pasture, following their vast
herds of cattle, with thei wives akd children, and removing still to
fresh lands as they hadMeparted theXormer. They lived, according to
"Spenser's State of Irfland," chiefly dg the milk of their cows. The
aggregate of familief that in one body ¥pllowed a herd, was called a
"creaght." In other farts of Ireland there was much of strictly pastoral
life, in many respécts similar, which was cylled "Boolying," in which
the owners of caftle and their families passe{l much of the year in the
wilds and mountains with their' cows, bjit, unlike the nomadic
population of Ulster, they seem-to have had fixed habitations to return
to. The evils flpwing from this unfixel wandering life of the
"Creaghts," must e very evident. It ‘induced, of course, a natural
indisposition to gubmit to -positive re§ulations. The difficulties,
however, of abolisfling this mode of life yere great. The fgedom of
the~woogs—and wd has_ 15 which JevepAfiost o hiye left

c1v1112t tion to ts , find i cult to aDypdon, and ; \e\know\j often
f\settle& life.>? 1 ! '

. It wag certainly du /-\ - tion but it does hot
. 1 % \ = pa— .

the Abbey of Ardée adja ent
; 1{ The thrde

rmatlo -Fiy, fact
gons miﬁht su'gest

$anlsk hke.
e[ M_ cMans cultivating’ good
e-Pa (] a i the ad 1mstr5;1 on in

34 The Monaghan Story. P. L1v1ngstone 1986 P518
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alternatively, Breathnach™® states thafléut 1590 all the MacMahon chieftains
in Monaghan took to living in crannd€sNCrannogs are dwellings on artificially
created islands in lakes and the sit¢fof a §gannog in Lisanisk lake can still be
identified. He explains that "the £rannog Was located at the end of the lake
nearest the town and the causewAy to it commyenced at a point almost directly
in front of the lakeside lodge/ The foundation of the house discovered and
measured in the last century indicating that it\was 18 metres long and 13
metres broad." However, it gtill seems strange ‘thatthey would have moved to a
crannog to "live after the/English fashion".” Again,\while crannogs may have
offered reasonable securify in ancient times they werg hardly much defence in
the face of Elizabethan 11tary technology ;

The brochure produced b the archaeologlsts -whofinvestigated the proposed
route for the N2 Carrickmdcross bypass in, 2003 pyits this move in the context
of the new political realitieg. They recount-how Coynty Monaghan was formed
in 1585 from the five #hcient baronies of T agh, Dartrey, Monaghan,
Cremorrie amd=Pgrmey, by fhe, English_administra ey state thatNarney
was ledsed back to the M ) ahon; “and 1rk ‘u the MaeMahon noved
their headq , 0 a c annog 0 \sk Lough Aropnd his time, the
L1san1sk rigfafort dppearsth d=<Ffhe brod hure hak a
fas¢1nat1ng liagran
and'showshow the fortlﬁcatlons e rengthened at a later sge by he

Howéver n 1ther strongly , annog, or éven the bdst equ;ped 3 tle
if they had ‘h ed tity Mé@ ahons ad Farndy T6m the
violent chfinges td come. Thest d&es briought about by a jnumber of
factors: ajfew breg¢d of you {gl 34| sh advgnfedor (with an attitudel not much

diffe vom his ounterpark toy a ﬂwglé VeF to let off sfeam at awedkend
stag party)/érnvm “Tand I acguired, for two pgence aa\acre ( ch
as [Walter Deverg m} “ X, WHO, flever quife got as far as the
larid he had bee anted in|Farrfey), the-financial|scandaly ca pected with fhe
iss mg of O ‘ ed doinage n Ir&la u w‘hlsh brought finagfcial WAty to manty at
Irish a d the A glo

eFl to the Mine Yegts War Afhich
fé'hang it | forevfr. But /erhapp those
theth a/f had no éomef igious

-,_

€]

Ir1sh tQ confo to

#a ripple among o m\\ urch

35 A Heritage Guide to Carrickmacross. P. Breathnach. Tidy Towns. 1996 P.11
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people. The Reformation in Irelandjpdé different. In England, Holland and
Germany it was seen as the more #fafgwelcome throwing off of meddling
foreign influence and an opening’ up {f new opportunities to think, to
investigate, to explore and to tradf. In IrelaRd it was seen as another intrusion
into ordinary life by unwelcomg/ foreigners who had brought little but misery
into their lives and the livesf the generatidgs before them. The religious
enthusiasts on all sides whoAvould come to vie\for the souls of the ordinary
people had little interest in£he real needs and lonkings of the powerless. This
made the Reformation ingIreland d1fferent from th¢ religious changes which
had gone before.

With a wonderful talent for turning up marvellous contemporaneous quotes,
Ramsey Colos™ puts it thi! way:

“With the passing apd enforcement, of* the Act of Supremacy it is not

surprising that the refigious element became % more significant feature in

the life of the peopfe, and gradually grewyto be a fruitfulagource of

troubte—H pirit of reform wa 1n the ajy and-dfterts 1nnce a

breeze A evelope Np{O' a hury] " The \C for was Rot satisfied to

J o \in regeneratlng e s\ bJects o the

|| King; dstnecds extofid-the~field o afjons Ireland In

U nw1tt1ngly stirred Ui a nest of hornets". |

|
Weic\'guote Cle®\apain: {f}é} /= Vas '
W “In’t 15510 de bishops=wEr€ s ln before thel ord Deputy, Sir
\An h\({ny St Leger " ad jee nstrulcfed to hnd them _ the hew
i ; : fesfs’ d to be rltten i a~fongue

liturgy. didgese.
The/fesult Mas an u t eger, whosd) sole 06\_1ect .- to

imsef 'To malfe a
1 he use ¢f the Pr pyer
\ \Book \tating that an ngl sh;,uerswn%shpul be used wherg, Enghfs was

'époken and an \[rishj | Qne gfe oth but/the Irish/ one was not

36 http: //www lynx2ulster com/Ulster Mg
21 http://www.lynx2ulster. com/UlsterT1meL1ne/
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the sphere spiritual. Archbishop Gpaé#g Browne, an ex-monk and radical

reformer was not prepared to give an¥hcy. St. Leger, tired of controversy, tried
to silence him, and irritably said: "o to\go to, your matters of religion will
mar all", and handed him "a fittle book to read", which the horrified
ecclesiastic found to be "so pofsoned 'as heVhad never seen to maintain the

Mass, with transubstantiation gfid other naught:l \ess'.

St Leger's successor, Lord Deputy Sir James Crdfts, seems to have been an
equally fair minded man,ghough of a different outlpok, and he also "became
impatient at the task allgtted to him, and wrote to the Council deploring the
action of the busy—bodie " If the Lords of the Councfl", said he, "had letten all
things alone in the order King Henry-left them, gnd meddled not to alter
religion, the hurley- burley had not happened." (Cols)37

But the "hurley-burleys" prought about by enf ced religious change did
happen and nearly tore th country apart. Sir Jjmes Crofts wagman astute

diplomat Who-werked desp ately fo aquiet life fol thee I e wassent to
govern/and, n “doubt, himself 1 If he Qg proble s with tﬁ Irish
they were as hothing comared }e/ ¢-had wrth the epthusiastic English

#d the\even '.ore

i .. the ﬁrs‘\ﬂ Book of
intd, English and ghe
d i) ’d Blo ) d of

It tﬁge]@n . It wah replacgd in 151 by
Bbok of GommonyPrayer;Avhich
i m the English chu dh fmc more

37 http: //www lynx2ulster.com/Ulsterkgg#ine/
38 http://www.lynx2ulster.com/UlsterTimeLine/
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recounts its arrival in Ireland:

“The new liturgy was publicl¥ftegd in Christ's Church, Dublin, in 1551,
and in the same year the frim&e (Dowdall) consented to hold a
conference with the Protesgint authoNties at St. Mary's Abbey. ..... The
Primate, who was attegfled by a large number of his suffragans,
appeared as the Defendgr of the Faith, while Staples, Bishop of Meath,
acted as the Protestanf champion. Browny, Archbishop of Dublin, was
not present, no douby being notified that his\controversial methods were
more likely to irritgte than to convince his opponents. Sir James Crofts,

at whose instigatjon the meeting was held, Yollowed the proceedings
with much interedt and was occasionally appegled to on various points.
The discussion, asymight be expected, led tofno modification of views
on either side. Dowdall, when Staples asserted that the Church of Rome
had erred, indignantly exclaimed: " Erred! tlle Church erred? Take heed
lest you be excommunicated." "I-have ex§ommunicated myself from
thence already," repfied Staples. A conferefige conducted onesuch lines
servedrmoegood end. (A gllhimself adinittedseTTwasted ting when
“two par ies s0 cO met"j he con\fe cpfe broke P mucﬁ the
// same phatwer as whé Do RS out 0}“ the CoupCil hamber on a

fouting as he went:
39 \

A

) o yOtried, t0o mf h.
*arl(ﬂ raditions aintains its hld.
mly afi aim of fome tl)e reforghers
e I’ﬁ st radicall Prot'est ntg oups
ydiirgy whiclf could be followed
k {to beconje better}educated.
Y reaspn for the Reform JoTNyvere
S re-Reforfnation E}ergy;"«..ho
nbees. which I. ere

\ o \
b !

oy i i

/ 1

who Worshlp ed in S{ Fmarrs chylrph du ng 1t first forty yegrs. In1t1 1y it
would have had little pa t._,i 0 ops ; were ecure ghough fl their
controg mf Farng ' of fss remdined in
place in the i end even ‘they eg d ot pi 9 hangel| pearing
eventy 4d their origihg elSewhere- v \

Four\ hundre yea later thg
The &e cle rﬁeahsat on of the h

DowgatlAvas also fforgetting tha v
allg atlons/ now hiding hotlyleonte
ha httle ‘or np| Latin, Yhyied
m as the b/ ce

39 http://www.1ynx2ulster.com/UlsterTiLine/
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The Ulster rebellion [

All this change and especially thg overhearing and insensitive attempts to
impose the Reformation on a suspfCious and\glienated people drove the country
to armed resistance. Shane O'Nefll, though eddcated with and on familiar terms
with members of the English Administration, Was pushed into open rebellion.
The war dragged on for ning years. culminating Yp the Flight of the Earls and
the destruction of the old Irjsh clan system. Maghe oss and St. Finbarr's did not
escape unscathed.

As we have suggested§the MacMahons retained jo tight grip on Farney,
Livingstone® says this lasted at least: until the deafh of Ever MacMahon in
1619. But it may have lajted even longer because it was not until late in the
17" Century that the English overlords secured any fkind of influence in Farney.
Officially the Queen had d¢livered Farney into thethands of the Earls of Essex
in May 1576 along with{major estates in Antym. The first Besl Walter
Deveraux diet e Sgptempber of thalyear soon-alter h€ asSault on rim to
gain the 1ands ranted O ki by the Crod n there'\h#ld first to arce andthen
to fallure -_" &olos* who glv and ogtertaininig accourt of\this ill-fated

: e=thre st i inhe ited Farhey

along w1th
Lor({l Lieutgnant apd 1n1t1a11y fou 0 g campalgn 1n he mlalands gnd
south of Ire oA a bnyr e,
a tho\rn in the 51de of the Crd t¢ his Farf ey Estate /

i y

"Ofthe 28th August 11 T i _ in{ for Farrleys "lakes
~and)/ fells", hich he Had inhepited ; f to his f3#ENrom
the Queen and by | act SATSON’” jyne he no ddubt
hoped to, n agwell as, toahn - ravelhng thro gh

" Navi n a d K
3700

\ FarneY, with 2
‘River hagan, W _ han, Ty, ne appy Fared
w1th hlS forces &n thd opposite. i, £ day flowmg ssex

41 http://www.lynx2ulster.com/Ulster s
42 http://www.lynx2ulster. com/UlsterTlmeLme/
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when O'Hagan again appearedNa#ffl, "speaking so loud as all might hear
that were present”, announced¥h®¥Tyrone "desired her Majesty's mercy,
and that the Lord - LieutengAt wotdld hear him ; which, if his lordship
agreed to, he would galfop aboul and meet him at the ford of
Bellaclinthe, which was gh the right hayd by the way which his lordship
took to Drumcondra". Jfssex cautiously §ent two officers in advance to
explore the place, and/then, posting some\cavalry on a rising ground at
hand, rode alone to tfie bank of the river. Tygone approached unattended
on the opposite sigde, and urging his steed\into the stream to a spot
"where he, standigfg up to his horse's belly, might be near enough to be
heard by the Lor§-Lieutenant, though he kep} to the hard ground.. . .
Seeing Tyrone thére alone, his lordship weift down alone. At whose
coming Tyrone saluted his lordship with ghuch reverence, and they
talked above half anjhour together, and dfterfwent either of them to their

companies on the Rills." ..... The meetin§ was then, after a pause,
resumed with the a dition of six' leading Hen, as witnessgs, on each
side™Fhosgron, Tyrofie’s were hig brother CormagrMagehinis, Mgguire,

and R}e a Owen, “that ca &\ from
\Southampton 3¢, Ldger, and \four
pant. A§.a token of

:,Ever cCowle NJE

et removing
vals at a further pa ley
“_“->sex contl ued l;is mar to

dsex, was ghosen td edlly on
selecte}i\ RS T

atholic religjon
pratciam the judges
] ) sel O'Dopinell, a fthe E of
.Desmo \d (his §wn c eatl n);shoulc}iﬂ%nloy he lagds of telr ancgptors;

§f .shoL

'

|¢onsist off [rishmef

that insists

43 http: //www lynx2u1ster com/Ulster Mg
27 http://www.lynx2ulster. com/UlsterTlmeLme/
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Carrickmacross to Dundalk road. What#yer the exact location soon after this
Essex returned to England and, havi#® ®een charged with treason, died in the
Tower of London in 1620 in probabfy not\yery pleasant circumstances. Farney
was officially "seized by the cygdwn" andyon the ground the MacMahons

continued to rule as if nothing hgfl happened. \

It was during this campaign ghat Magheross Chutch was used, for a short time,
as a garrison post by the Epfiglish, being one of th§ few stone buildings in the
area. As a consequence thg’ MacMahons are believed,to have burned the church
to prevent it being used fin this way again. The Ma§Mahon's were obviously
walking a tight rope at the time. On the one hand th¢y did not want to attract
too much adverse attentign from Essex while on thg other needing to keep in
with Tyrone and the othen\Irish leaders. The sacrifife of their church building
seems to have been enougl\ to keep them in favourfwith the one and not cause
too much disfavour on the g¢ther. -

e Mr. Sptdliffe #Tords PN ording
"_acMah also bued Maé eTOSS
1 reb\lion to, prevent bekig used s a

In this cas¢history-repeated ;}self bec

to a stone plaue insidd tower/ e
Church dowif ads in durln\the‘}b/
defe‘nswe p ition Paethemngl

AP |

During the eighty years from 1541 ﬁ"ﬁ to 1622 we haV no rerd of ho
the! qlergy g, Maghero ﬂ / ELARYC cirtain they| yeTe-as ceptabl to
the MacMahons Y 1535 thyPaperhad apgoi md ugh o'd arbhallaln Bishop
ofCl&ghe \I\n 1543 he renouficty Ju th y oflthe Pope gnd accetedt At of
the ng e Rope proy .g"\ ad R_ ymond NlacMahn ough
O'Cearbha lam rethained in{{pds ss n of -- ee. Cano Leslief* believes

au orlty as( B1sh . Initially] 1§ho prﬁle 1:1 MiacArdghail, appointed by\the
Poe and the gotorious 1B sho iter /N
appointed ) th Pdpe to Dgwn but/iyas
Cldq her vigawith ehch othr for p ‘

fro Aime t@ 1605 thate ! i ¢onfusi fa out to who exactlﬁ et 1sed

, who jHad “been 1n1‘q 1y
ppainted byfQleen Elizabetlf to

The e_xt Bls-. op, Moytgomery. hp bad b eq a hapln to hig fellow Scot,
and fé]llow Galic speaker, K 'ng eﬁl pplnte by Jay és to ¢ fogher
(along w1th Detry and Rapp 10¢ }-or } .ﬁ 160p. Hle neve éeems o have
exercis > ,emm Wty in Farngy b = sho g Derry 4 nd from Y6403 Bikhop of
' same time. It reaTl —~had-ftich/more concd ‘rn“ s own

s grests, so at thi stage the Pope ppomtee may \%\ exetgised
the real Mithgrity in the diocese. i

44 Clergy of Clogher, Leslie, J.B. 2006.
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The tensions between the Irish and séfcaed 'old English' on the one hand and

the new settlers on the other at thig/time Yre illustrated from the other end of

the diocese in a contemporary Stag€ Paper:-
Examination of Shane McPhelimy OYDonnelly, taken before me, Sir
Toby Caulfield, Knight #22 Oct.; 1613). \
“Shane McPhelimy Donnelly saith tha{ about the end of May last,
upon the Sunday, h€ was at Mass at-th§ glen in Bryan Maguire’s
country, between tlfe county of Fermanagh §nd Tyrone, where Tirlagh
MacCrudden, a frfar there, lately come from beyond the seas, said the
Mass, and was pkeaching the most part-of the same day; and in his
sermon he declared that he was sent from the Hope, to persuade that they
should never alter their religion, but take the fPope to be their true head,
and rather go into rebellion than to. changeftheir religion; and that the
English service procgeded from the seducenfgnt of the devil.”*

Bishop Momtgemerydied iy 1621 a
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collection of the titles (reckoned on ti& Bsis of what a tenth part of the income
should be in a good year) from the tdffaRgs was a source of tension and indeed
violence down through the followjfig cehguries. The amounts may not have
come to much at the time but in lgfer centurygs they made the parish one of the
wealthiest in the diocese. As an f#side it is intdgesting that King James (the first
of England but also the fourffi of Scotland) the instigator of this system in
Magheross preferred to speaf Scots Gallic even gfter he ascended the English
throne. His instructions wgluld have had to be ttgnslated into English to be
conveyed by his courtiersfwho would have to havd,them translated back into
Gaelic to be understood by his Irish subjects.

In 1622 a Royal Visitation ‘(according to Leslie)f or Archbishop Ussher's
visitation (according to Shirley®) records that “M'Donnell is Vicar”. He is
described as “a reformed I¥ish priest, who is non-rgsident”, and that the value
of the Vicarage is £10. The tithes apparently-wer§ being shared between St.
Mary's Abbey in Louth and/St. John's Hospital (in §ffect another moa gstery) in
Ardee and Usstrerrecords Cthey take up all ye great (e & Teave y§ vicar
only ye small ” The Chngéll he saf rulnous\ o there w) \ 10 hB g or
Glebe. Shirlef dis overed at in l' \zlng wz{s worth £40 o‘ annur \ but
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48 Some Account of Farney. Shirley 1845, P.163



St. Finbarr's Church, Carrickmacross — A History 26

hardly the way Ever MacMahon s§w#f. Sir Edward Blayney, governor of
Monaghan, was keen that Essex wkfiiRf come and take control of Farney.

However, it was not until about tenA cars ater that Essex showed any interest.

Around 1630 a Castle and surrouglling wall\were built on top of the hill across
the Proules river to the north of Magheross.*

Three years later the Third Egfl of Essex took up ¥esidence in the Castle but did
not stay long. Livingstone/tells us that the’ follywing year he employed a
surveyor, Thomas Ravgh to “survey -the Farhey Estates. As far as
Carrickmacross is concetfied he reports that along wih the Castle there was an
Inn which was the only thouse with a slated roof, windows and chimneys, as
well as a dozen or so houses which were thatched coftages with no windows or
chimneys. Raven says thd there were another doz¢n cottages along with the
ruined church in Magherogs. Livingstone states thdt "Even in the days before
the rebellion the Irish population lived-in-som@ numbers in the town of
Carrickmacross." This wofild seem to suggest fere was someggdegree of
w1lhngness Trpeople, to C dge gt TomlTasts 'Wth the
s1tuat10n in 1717 many ) b1tant§ yf the

" & i \pn busl ess
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and devotional practice, and a “Via M&d#” in its willingness to accept a degree

of devotional practice and theolog#aliinterpretation along a middle way
between the extremes of “Catholicigm” angd “Protestantism”, but which would
also be a "national" church with g#ts first l0yalty to the nation and its secular
"powers that be” as ordained by’God, rather Yhan to an "international" church
which often had very differentfolitical conce 1§ and which, from time to time,
could become the victim of its own power dnd be corrupted by its self
perceived unassailable pregedence. Looking backon the flux in Elizabethan
Church in Ireland from oyr own perspective in our\own days of the early 21*
century when the relativg "authority" of church and §tate in the Irish Republic
is under such scrutiny f{s truly fascinating. In-fact jwe have never found a
satisfactory answer to thd \key'question of Elizabeth'f time. Is the church to be
over the state, or subseryient to the state, or_alo gside as a "chaplain" and
faithful servant to the statd, or utterly opposed: to fthe state. The “models” of
church in recent times in Vgtican City, Lutheran Geymany, Anglican England or
Communist Poland mirro® all these pos'iti'ons they grew out ofmparticular
situations dr-werstil,do nft know which is “bes{] Perheps™ ITeTe is g0pd and
bad in all of 'them Furthe Elizapg¢thay Engla Npése ques QS wer% e1ng

‘ ,L@\ [ '6- “.-..i

The \Boyal \Vlsltat on of 16§ 'Zﬂ th t R‘fc%?pd Powe had r_emgne the
Vicarage #14627. Nothing -q-\ ecorded about him. His sucedspondBobert
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practisg dfamll and priyatelp %G ag 3. maffe of ourge , using t‘,he 155’ Book
of CoR mqn Pr jyer as INs—guide, Tapd Wo itrave been we, *v*ers d/in the
theolo o froversies of theae’A‘Itho oh Trj 1ty Collegg mm

been ledin 1592 largely\for the education gf clergy not e ‘
time  osgne arr' to enter it. Alogg with Carrjgkmacross and
Aughnamu &n was added to his re3pgnsibjjifes in 1629.
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In that year he complained to thepuMjorities that he could not get in to
Magheracloone or Aughnamullen ch¥fcRes because they had been taken over
by the local Roman Catholic peopleAvho Bad set up altars in them. An Order in
Council was made that Lord BJAyney shyuld remove the altars, no doubt
replacing them with the woodenftables favouked by the reformers, and change
the locks, giving the new keys#o Canon Boyle. {his suggests that Canon Boyle
had major problems securingflaces of worship akd holding worship in them.

Thirteen years into Canoyf Boyle's ministry in the Y{rea the worst fears of his
flock were realised. Livfngstone™ tells us that Colla MacBrian MacMahon,
grandson of the Ever wh§ moved to Lisanisk, gathered a group of leaders at the
crannog on the 2™ Octobgr 1641 to finalise plans fof another attempt to drive
out the English. On the 23§ October they rounded up all the settlers in the town
and surrounding countryside, including 'Canon-Boyle and his family, and
imprisoned them in the Casgle and other houses in the town.

Evelyn P.”Shirtey™q otes h/e deposition given.er theTehe Ton by Canon
Boyle./ i3 /S A LY
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seneschal, Mr. Gabriel Williams, tif& #fother of the last-named, Mr. Ishell
Jones, his brother-in-law, Mr. Holh tR¢ manager of Mrs. Usher's estate in
Farney, Mr. Morris, clerk to Sir Henry\Spottiswood, and Thomas Geddes.
Thomas Clark, Thomas Osbornef a shephdd, John Morris, Philip Farley, a
farmer, Miles Powley, William #ood, Georgg Green, Ralph Seacombe, John
Hughes, a labourer, Edward Bell, Edward Cyutchley, Robert Ray, Richard
Gates, Richard Taylor, a ghepherd, John Walmisley, Richard Musgrave,
William Musgrave, Henry Wylie, ‘George /Hargison and Thomas Young.
Hamilton lists those whqf escaped as Anthony Afkinson, Mr. Branthwaite's
servant, who was put into Redmond Burke's hous¢, where Mr. Branthwaite
himself had been since {October 23, and Mr. Robeit Boyle, the Minister of
Carrickmacross. He quotes Mrs Montgomery, whofalso survived, as saying
there were one hundred find eight people imprisgned. Most of these were
probably Canon Boyle's paYishioners at the time.

The following week somedprisoners were moved§to Monaghan vghile others
were held tocatbytmthe (astle, th of Margaret (€Sar—afiid sonlg other
houses! Initially the priSdget were? welléu off the 2“d I January\1642
aftelj the Iris}f fxges suffefed a
wergl k111ed ) \

I J ‘ i i | !
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Schlegel(1995) says the town and MPaSfle were held by local people until
September 1642 when Lord Lisle gapturdd it. The Lord's Justices considered
razing it then but did not. *” As angther accoynt puts it: “Carrickmacross castle,
sited where the convent now stafids, was held\by the rebels for eleven months.
In September, 1642, Lord Lisl¢ attacked it witB\two pieces of artillery. After a
whole day's bombardment mfich of the castle whs destroyed and the garrison
fled during the night.”*® THe Castle, in part at aNy rate, survived until 1689
when the army of King Jaimes destroyed it during the Jacobite/Williamite war.
Schlegel(1995) also statgs that a tower and the gatg house survived until at
least 1745 when they were being used as the Bath Ejtate offices. We mention
all this here because thedestruction of the Castle ffeed up land used for the
building of the new St. Firjparr's a century or so latey

The tide of war turned andg according to the Bord&rlandsIreland account”, six
years later, that is about ¥648, the CromwellianYColonel Monkeegnded the
rebellion by attaefkims,Lisarfsk cran "'Under fig¢ froprShiorand art cry the
last of/ ‘the rebels were ofced to ; tq supexiygAorce." Equr yea} later
if ' Ludlov&?"was sert settle’ new

athol c Prlest hnd

adventurer
ﬁft@én of I
towﬂl” T A ‘a is in General Ldlows 'fMemQ rs"
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Boyle suffered problems from allf¥s#des during his lifelong ministry in

Magheross. We know that when he wéisNrrested by the rebels in 1641 he was,

he claimed, “plundered of property orth¥1520” according to a Deposition in

Trinity College Dublin®. Shirley (#845) quosgs the TCD Deposition as stating
“the same Rebells rushed/n and took ayay of this deponants goods one
fowling piece,, one bragh pistol; two Rayier staves, and one pike staff,
and at the same time ook away a burdidg piece from a neighbour to
whom he had lent it/ (and besides) in boolg £100. In leases lands and
debts £400. househgld stuff £140. Wearing apyarell and plate £50. Corne
and hay £180. Catfell £350. Building £300. Suma (total) £1520. besides
my yearly estate amounting to £200. p" an™* $1500 was a considerable
sum of money i '__ 1641. The - tithes he waf entitled to per annum
amounted to £40 an\d from that he was expegted to fund various public
projects such as cart g for abandoned childrgn, draining roads, ordering
church buildings and so on as well as pr iding for himself and the
parlsh

whose\ pand t ReV \\ ames
Montgomery \Lalmed only £703. She tells how
“when the Rfe e-bea ee-by y, they, came all to
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of Carrickmacross, Derriolan and M#shé aclooney before the rebellion, and is
to get the bonds given for the tythe§ N these parishes". Again Boyle was
fortunate, many Episcopalian minjéters Rad to flee the country during the
Cromwellian period and some logf their livdg. The Puritan ministers, Weir, the
old soldier, and Eaton, with his Jgreat charge {f children” are heard of no more
and Boyle comes back to hj§ living exactly\five months after Charles II
restored the monarch to Engnd. Leslie seems ty think Boyle was recognised
as a Commonwealth Minisfr but the reference hé\gives®” does not seem to fit
with the changed situationgin late 1660.

After two years of beihg a prisoner, or on the tin, and five months of
uncertainty the future must have looked much brighfer for Canon Boyle as he
recommenced his ministry in Magheross. He hadf no Glebe and no usable
church in Magheross but he must have been-hopgful about sorting out these
problems as he began to ggther a new congregation. Even more certainty was
added when the 1662 Prayér Book, the final (untiljthe recent spate change)

edition of the-Bogked,Cominon Prayer, was introduced WS a mudh more
middle of they Toad book g6 /compargd 4 that o}\ ) and o nd acceptance
from those W ’
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through careless usage, and becaugm #fe 'Curate' might also be known as
Rector, Vicar or Parish Priest the assikfaiRs came to be known commonly as the
Curate. Its an example of a comgfon pMenomenon in the English whereby
words come to mean exactly the offposite ofWvhat they originally meant! Also it
is interesting in the case of Mr. Jlarvey that hg had an M.A. Generally Curates
(we will follow careless convegltion and drop thg Assistant bit!) were from poor
backgrounds and not that wefl educated and oftéy stayed in the one parish for
virtually all their ministry néver being promoted tdbeing Rector. In the case of
absentee Rector's the Curafe was often paid a small jercentage of the tithes, the
Rector (who sometimes gvas not even ordained) podketing the rest, and were
left to live perhaps in 1§dgings or poor quahty hoysing while doing all the
pastoral work of the parish.

The next Curate was the R&v Alexander Sharpe. Hefarrived in 1664 and, Leslie
tells us®, was licensed on thte 12" April that year. While Rectors were collated‘
which resulted in them hofding thelr parishes mdye or less for life, Curates
were licenSed~bythe, BishQp, sometime S, for long sometimressTor vely short
perlods g1v1n them nos 1ty at 4fl. Mt. SharpeNgal been oamed E gacon
fort e Prles} a year Jdter \while st11 in
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broken-down patched-together sing B gthrey house in Derryolam where the
Glebe was located from earlier til®s¥ We picture a ruddy-faced stoutish
character in a brimmed hat and long/ loa breeches and riding boots gathering
his family and maybe a servant orfAwo togetjer in the early morning for family
prayers and a cup of milk and gorridge befose attending to his livestock and
land. Perhaps he then has to gt them all into\a cart to drive them along the
lane up the hill to the Mulligary mud track that'passes for a main road. They
pass through Mullinary with its poor hovels on ekher side of the track to the
stone bridge where they right into Magheross Where they avoid the angry
looks of the native Irishfwho live in the hovels thefe. They tie up the horse
behind the church and when the small congregation jas gathered he reads the
Morning Prayer Service Hg is just beginning to be faghiliar with while the clerk
responds using the only dgher Book of Common Pfayer that is available. He
wonders again how the cldrk survives in such an [rish area knowing that the
fees from the burials he oversees are probably an dtraction but suspecting that
while the clerk is "conforhing" in attendmg Motning Prayer justetnaybe he
also slips'o ot ass ?rever }t is elng held

N N
Morning ang/ gning Pré; er a \_meant‘ many differgnt things to
diffetent pepple, ape b hat--they- mes =ts~§oday. Yo the 'state
authbrrtres attendnce was a measjife of conformity pr loydlty in fhe
wrllingnes  of people to join in the Mrayers, the prayefs for the King!g or
Queens Majgs#®N ¢ the cle _ inity to 1§ the |Scriptyres
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entered Holy Orders seem a world #w#§ from the realities of life where the
ordinary people long for the return & tRe¢ old order in which they knew their
place, and everyone else's place.

Having arrived in Aughnamullgh in the early afternoon he finds the church
once more barricaded against im and the few\(aithful souls who have braved
the elements. Having held Efening Prayer in thy nearest friendly house he is
met by a deputation of locaf people who have a giigvance about the fact that a
foundling child had been/discovered in a ditch edglier in the day who they
believe has been broughff from another parish and who they will have to find
the wherewithal to mairjtain. After protracted discugsions it is agreed that a
local family will take the child and that he will grrange to have sufficient
provisions gathered from § levy on the area to helpfthem look after it. One of
his more able parishioners §grees to supervise this gnd, as he is respected by all
the families in the area despite his ' conformmg eweryone goes away happy.

Canon Boyfe-ts=g~tough mign who segs, himself, lghding-4 -'.\eerin aithful
remnant of the elect” T s/trang ‘ pf pecﬁq Wenighted b y supe\r ition
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2 : 4 ,1g Prayer withi its
prayérs for he Soyereign and for pr pction against all effemies §re not just
agalhst the Spiritudl enemies Scrlp 8 mies w d) mlght lie

the a\uthorlty of th § Crown o
has hteral \fough lon occasipn!

'heel of exNcivil
reque§ts for: kelp
development is

wellsas p1r1tual.
ad mlstratrfon the
fr‘ others co o..

idox' nd orphans
hile ’know ' the

%alph fing to chllect th he
ey do | 0 Gh Eng d apd hefcannot k owtl}l t they
Mvere as qh roads
deen186 much
RN

7 i _ : N W
The unsoied/riddle of Canon Buyle is whyAe was not killed \ G4 \along

with so many others in the area. Refoged clergy were specifically targeted in

bulngof “ed
bring. him in
unpoy ‘ularlty af the tith
canno "tell people that
were the. f_orer lpners o
ditches) Biiryi
as for
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retaliation for the killing of priests, h WS in the very house in which many of
the settlers were killed, but he was no#h3gmed. There is no obvious reason why
he should have survived unless, as as byen suggested, it was to do with his
personal standing in the area.

The successful setting up of Sglect Vestries and\appointing of Church Wardens
who were basically responsibfe for collecting the\ithes and administering them
properly lay some decades fn the future. Unless h was of a family that could
afford him an annual alloyance he had to farm to f&ed himself and his family.
Boyle seems to have begn good at this. Boyle's predching which would have
been robust and forthright and rooted in the, daily stjuggle to wrestle a living
from an inhospitable land would have been more ropted in the Old Testament
than in the New and would have laboured the call fipm God for them to accept
their hard lot as "God's chosen people" required py God to carve out God's
kingdom in a land which cquld be a land-of milk afyd honey though surrounded
and harried by the Canaanifes, the benighted peopl§ of the land. Reagings like
that from Nehemfatr<d wheig i ] Jerpeatenredid théyy work
with one hand and held™ have segiied rele: Ant to
theil} §,'ituati0 4 S \

4

Enter he entry g | |
Rar’dlyear in thy f)(’)ﬁén Geqrge
for jof CarricKimacross and Vicar
g toythe First Fruits/ YrgtsBAt he
\ade| Rector df Tully¢orbet and
i§ [short entry in Canbn Leslie's
ciated with Magh S to be

Maelgullo (McCuIlugh) wag/
of Aughnamullen pn the 2"}
resigned f§ bm Cafrickmacr)
Aughnamy ].len in the Novent
list is_intel éstmg b cause he

cal d'iv.e.é?oru' !.'
' /1 i ;. | ; \

In{1684 we havg the first mdntioh~ the Di ééﬁ Roll offf amily name't at
had had an'jntithate, involvar 1 . . 4
that year Nikholas ontgomery was uns‘utute ‘as the Vicdr of Cay 1ckmac oss
and aghera looneyYon Nojvember 5““ or 23“dlde' endingf on whith sourcg we
belie: ¢, Mr. Montgon! ery I ﬁgfe fr “his. previgus parifi of Mgickno
(Castldblayney) where ¥ d-4¢ s. He was g rrled" nd we
know &£ two sohs both of h biek Hers: gh becaghea- q tain of
Horse jim [filiam 111 ahd R&B&c gnpd ag’a Captai \ig‘@ )

Mr. A is listed as' avmg served as ViCar in Maghdg
16874 e was replaced\jn Carrickmg€ross in 1679 by \

\

hough -

72 The Book of Nehemiah 4.17
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Andrew Montgomery. '

In the Montgomery Papers it is Atated\directly that "The Rev. Nicholas
Montgomery, ... was appointed R€ctor of Mucknoe, Co. Monaghan, Oct. 31st
1662, and Vicar of Carrickmacybss (or Magligross) and Magheracloone, Nov.
5™ 1664. His son, Rev. Apklrew Montgonkry, was appointed Vicar of
Carrickmacross in Oct. 167¢"". However ‘Shii ey 1s, in fact, less clear, he
states: ... "It is curious thdt a Nicholas Montgoypery, A.M., a kinsman, no
doubt, 1mmed1ately preceded him in both charges which he had held from the
year 164474 | .

Having taken over in Cdgrickmacross in 1679 Andfew Montgomery became

Vicar of Magheraclooney\in 1687. to which was afided Kilanny in 1702. He

was the third son of a Nidholas Montgomery of Derrybrusk, in which parish

Andrew began his ministrygand Shirley surmises that he must be a kinsman of

his predecessor in Magherdss. He is stated to be % good preachepmhath wife

and childrémramd=a=paod ligjng and/s ock at Carrjdkmag#GSSTHE 15 w\ loved
s . Y

and in great res pect. nis

," Th Rev Andrew Montgo cf AM was ad

pyfTth eln 18 1.

hed” Christiand of
hyrch in 1641 put
88 Rty it was Yery
; fholich and
fept the establl ed"
WS, singke 1661 hese

jomery Manuscript
74 Some Account of Farney Shirley.E¥
75 The Montgomery Manuscripts P.388
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persecution. It was not unknown al#pr Irish people to "conform" to the
reformed church which came to be c#fedtthe Established church or the Church
of Ireland, turning up on occasion fOr Mdning Prayer or paying the required
fine, while secretly attending Mag§ and regrding themselves as truly Roman
Catholics. ' \

There does not seem to be pfuch direct evidencd about what happened in the
Parish during the Williamitg/Jacobite war known Rere as “the War of the Two
Kings” which lead to the Battle of the Boyne. The packground to this 'war' is
such a tangle and seems fto have such little impact ofp Carrickmacross that we
will largely ignore it. Dufing this time you had some Jloyal' settlers siding with
the Catholics in support of King James', rightful kigig but suspected of being
really a Catholic, opposdd by other settlers suppprted by 'Dissenters' who
favoured William's Protestant credentials’ or weref worried that James might
return seized land back to #ts rightful Irish-Catholy owners. The confusion is
illustrated by the fact that there are different vigws as to whet the first

skirmish of~the=wrax, took{ place i ,o_. or 168Y. W ¢ 'Bagtle of
Drumbabagher ' in the/kilNng of tﬁe h Sheriffof Moﬁ han
Major John Mcig ,.\In 168\8 there is/evidg

parts/ of M ’ 1

W111.\1am1te :
their, homey M ggheross for
who\supported the Willia

inci nt meﬁtned in \Lewis! Sufy e Qf 18! 7 but;/we thjnk wroy ly atty puted
to the 1641 relhon \ ‘th La$l the ar|. of Esgex was furned,Py the
' (the Iris il}arha entary

Wi

78 History of Monaghan for 200 years. Rus#fe. Denis Carolan P.36
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Dublin.” Shelegel sees no evidenc ar] anyone having been burned in this
destruction and says that in fact B#ftow who was leasing it from the Bath
Estate at the time, had, in fact,/ and d himself over to the Williamite
administration in Dublin because ie was-atdid he might have been thought to
be a Jacobite sympathiser. Lewig also states that the stones from the destroyed
castle were used to build the Market House. Thg Barton name appeared on the
stone recording the rebuilding of the Magheross dhurch after the 1641 rebellion
and is associated with many/ estates in the Monaghgn area. A William Barton is
listed in the Parish Recorgh of Magheross as having,been godparent to the son
of the Robert Hill whose fs also known to have been 4 parishioner at the time.

The Curate from 1669 to 1674 was Ralph Barlow. Hd is also listed as being the
Rector of Drumsnatt unti} he died in 1707 and hq seems to have held both
positions at the same time § so he was a “pluralist” at is more interesting is
that Barlow was 'Attaintedg according to “King's Bists” in 1689 which means
that he was accused of k emg a supporter of King William bymthe Irish
Parliaméntwirtchwras, calldg /m that yea ‘by King Jamgs w0 had dgme to
Ireland*’from his exile in“Kgahce to tr; regai ffone. N

._\

nge g ngs on hat

if tHey ha “Longleat: the S} ory of lan Eng sh
Country N W)/ hy (B ference to
Carrickma(cross ; rltten to Tho as
(Thyﬁpe é&Vlsc 000 apres an the
i Hhilies

__ 1ld it in} the Polish
eop__l_e_\_ erti\e in

e[ to n offCarric across The
2 golish a fine rep ation,
1711

as of

'y gt by 5q.;
ghcis Dobbs of .w& ffacross,
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Esq.; and Bryan Osborne alifs #orbury of Thomastown, Co. Louth,
Esq.;... the school and d#hd@lmaster's house lately built in
Carrickmacross; and assigng/ for \he schoolmaster's support, a rent
charge of £70 out of the Igfids lately\occupied by Richard Fitch, Gent.
Annexed are statutes (in }/8 sections) f§r the government of the school.
The master is to be a Wniversity gradulte, "well skilled in Humanity,
Grammar Learning angd Practical MathemAgicks who shall... conform to
the... Church of Irelghd. Children from the\parony of Farney are to be
taught gratis; othersfto pay the fees pald in thé\free schools of Dublin and
Drogheda." !

Francis Dobbs seems to hgve been a key-player in mghy of the developments
going on around Carrickmycross at the time. On'the 12" April 1714 he is listed
among the “Justices of ye Qounty of Monaghan” tofwhom were sent copies of
“A declaration banning Roghan Catholics from carrying arms”.

The “Dictidmary=oftsigh Architects 1720- 1940”82. htes et tie uil % of the
school was iy the naturd QF a} com ' given tO\J ¢ architeg John Cule to
con\{ert the o i By hop S re denc kmachSS into a § hof This raises

i OPLS~e ameffor hoy long [he

Roger "' oyle whoj anon Leshe b list
cetor of Calmckmacrss R()er beghme
168 Thfi§ seems to uggesﬁ e Yed in

q and within his D], ™, but
fatlthat time Howeaﬁ:r what is
Bishpp's residehce: When BIS op
; apsferred alJ

ah Cathiglic
iving i the bu11 ing
pfter thy access fn of

. ivad agn fo 'r.yqarsl er,[ in 1691
1lham ThlS maéans l@t oﬂg’ur y $RQ' tor A

81 Introduction to the Shirely Papers. PROMT 2007 (online .pdf)
82 http://www.dia.ie/architects/view/1380
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Despite the heavy weight committee#£e®up to run the school and the explicit
instructions Lord Weymouth sent hj§ Irishhagent for building it - "I intend the
school house shall be slated andfmade a cgnvenient house, which will draw
scholars and benefit the town; thfrefore the tpber must be oak."™® - things did
not go smoothly. The PRONI IAtroduction contiques
“But Thomas was ajf absentee landlord\and ten years elapsed before
he discovered that/his agent has embezgled the building fund and
repaired an existiffg building. The-school was eventually built, and its
syllabus,... includled "Oratory, Virtue, Surveying [and] Antiquities"... .
The stern langubge of ... [its] ninth statute|[enjoined]: "The master
shall make diligént enquiry after such as shgll break, cut or deface or
anywise abuse thd desks, forms, walls, or windows of this school, and
shall always inflick open punishment on-alljsuch offenders".

Rector Montgomery provided the chalice for the church which stillggmains in
use. It is Stx—-amga=half ifiches h and threg ghd the€T quditer inshes in
diameter. It i iy/ 1nscr1be' ¢ Gift Reveren\yA. Andrew Mounté ery
to the Parish/ oIN) agharo s for yg A ye 51§k Whilg” the \Hallma is
1ndgst1nct it ssiond dsbessee s b re=the late \¢ evente th

cenﬂn’y

Mr; Montg _ f[h dled on
the 9" June 1716 Mged 23 Whi d tombstone infthe
grave&ard resum hbly meari erog Thou g"h in the ecent ﬂurvey done
in Maghess “therp i fh tha scfffptlon another pas age n the
Montgomd; Papé s states: eAgrea \of the il ichurch contains apong other
sepulchraly inscrlpt ons the fio i i the body of Miss} Elizabeth
Mon % T ‘ persiywho
dep rted thzfs 11fe flc 9" da of Ju third yea of hér ?ge an of
ou Lord 1716 '.

g / f | i
Anther of \ssit daug dest S(J of

the Rev. Johy Forst -
Baroyets of ¢ Yolderr\ The Mon or_gnf;ry to bsrfto-_
be thal “ofthe Rev. Andy | i ﬂf’l |
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children" but they seem to have had je#f§r opportunities to bring them up and
marry them off to what they would v&perceived to be social equals in their
neighbouring areas. At this stage th¢ favoyred title for the Rector seems to be
Minister rather than Priest, (as wpuld be mgre typically Anglican) indicating
that if they were not Calvinistg/they were cdtainly very low church in their
outlook. The emphasis was onythe Scriptures, &g preaching and praying rather
than on the Sacraments. The/church building wuld have been very bare, the
worship without music or décoration, everything very serious and earnest. The
Established church was tiferefore growing further §nd further away from the
ordinary people. They wgre developing as a class apajt with its own confidence
and sense of purpose which had little to do with "the geople of the land".

Denis Carolan Rushe™ ha§ some interesting reflectipns and quotations relating
to the early days of Carridkmacross. He states; ""The attempts to colonise the
Barony of Farney with Enggish or Scotch planters Bad failed, and except in the
town of Carrickmacross tiere was no element ofy the population gavourably
affected’” towards™thg  golernment ¢ landlgfds were—=gbsentedy, and
consequently the Rapardg 'hiad a v iendly s- pfe to quaiter ther}l‘lves
amongst : & b4 : \Y

who' carrle on buginess there duripg day were obhge “to 11e uts1de he
walls - \Jhe follo l/ @\f@ ePAJth Dedgepites .1717 as
forwhrded to the Gpvernmenithyr some [inhdbi mfs of Carrickd across
\To H{s Grape Charlep ) [ Boltpn, | Hdd L1eu Fnant Qenera and
Gerleral"GoYernor of 11‘6 S f'"
Thej ‘humb], petition | of \is ps'lqnd Edwatd Dixi'_ Esq., on
be 01f of thgmselves hd, in] @b tapts'ef Carrickmdcross

Sheweth i -‘ | 1' / - A N
Tha{ there re many Lodlal eu[‘f 11_1_"3; Robbers andjjR appér.é:\es wh do
mfest the f dbove lemtyﬁan P_/§

adjadent and f¢onvenient. Many
. robberles anid barbatous {myirders shaye been compnitted to: the ifeat
\ "‘. dama¥e”and \sorrow |of the punt 1 nd pre ofteh hahbo féd by the
POplS inhabitants ne ar sgid 't wn, ahd\ ately are gfowing $0 1nsole gt as
' ‘to apptar pubfcly ip great 3ny1mbe \Fell armeg and ounted our
Petltlon rs therdfore L of fto sup E%);r ss| said fobbers jand m171 derers
‘ ost hl} bly praj\tHal yotr# fiibe plrasfd to ordg fthaLal active
01 paster or S sygeanghd elgh D RE00 ¢be forth .‘ uaflered at
“ across aforésaid, whomryet F‘étlt oners with dre nission
Z :-" conceive majy, be convenienyly detached \ \ dee,
Diudatk or Monaghan, atd may be of great service at oot aCross,
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especially if orders are giverfih#n to obey the Civil Magistrate, and
your Petitioners do promise to¥§rd¥ide convenient quarters there for that
number of Dragoons and fhat  they shall be supplied with other
necessaries at moderate pltes. And\your Petitioners will ever pray
Francis Dobbs and Edwagt D1X1e” 28598

In other words: We are livjig in f'ear of -onr- ives and we don't trust our
neighbours, even though byginess is remarkably gdpd and we can conduct it on
our own terms. Will you pfovide troops to-protect uy but allow us to give them
their orders and we wonjt charge you too much for their food and keep! - an
illuminating insight into{the kind of parishioners thg clergy of the time were
dealing with and the circumstances in which they livgd.

In 1719 or 1720 Thorhas Warren became  Ficar of Magheross and
Magheraclooney on the 19™ March. Brady® statgs that his father, the Rev
Joshua Warren, was Prebahdary of Killanully in§Cork from 168Qto 1696.
Leslie*’ notes tht-Pegbendgry Warrep js also stafbd by”Brady o had¢ been
Vicar, of Carr,iékmacros D Ze cannift sd¢. where\hg Mould hayg ﬁtted\ ! Mr.
Warrehs mo' lersElinor L1htbu né ughter df the MPAor {rim, an his
hame pcthiet i Reetorgof D"ghmo ne.
ThQﬂnas w % born in Co. Meath educ l'i d at a Mr Jones School in{Dublin 4nd
T
1704 his 1

ir.C. \L700 aged 16. H¢ gained his BA in
¥ Ty 1707 and [
entered the Il‘lSh‘ ar in tw/

Y ey Sddlrr's " AlumpnyDreblnenses'| he
from\1709 ?&0 dur1 g which fi

doutfts thiss He was ector of Tyda net
artig Frani:es daughfer of .Lohn Bafton,

Dean of Dprry on the 21% Odto

had four dhildren /gnd it is i 'ﬁ

’8 1exd 1¢d"
educated

5 1n5to =i
Mr. Flds at his el 1 t( ¢a 1%#

1—-‘.',=

n the 20™ Februay 1 0. He
t his first}son, T_ omas, was
oss beforg going t T.C.D..

|
Mr, _Warrei{ Seem to have tp [én hig - , d on as hiis curafé in 1’7 6 a
o his curac i Carrlckmac PSS
h . Archbishop of A#frjagh ordgted
h 1s” the Yright lights andfligh
Just ha:_uje, temp ed[ him away from P onaghyfoyne
Ll 47 i/ 1 | I

— &
..J- : X

as/a referendg to this p ri_o_d: "
i N '(/ . —
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"At Carrickmacross, in 1723, ¢ga #{ oroner’s Jury — the only sort of Jury
Catholics could serve on, andthgh only when there were not enough
Protestants available — therg/werd\six Catholics — viz., Art O’Neill,
Edmond Carrollan, Jameg’ Carrolah, and Randal McDonnell. The
handwriting of the four litfrates is exce§dingly good and shows evidence
of great care in their scjoolmaster’s teacqing. The signatures of the last
three are very neat, anfl bear a marked colrast to the scribble in which
these pages were priginally: written -by\ their last descendant in
Monaghan."* : =

Here we see that in confparison to the chaos of, fofj example Canon Boyle's
time, the courts are working smoothly with Roman Latholics being tolerated,
just about, some of whoin had been highly educfted in the hedge schools
which were making their \appearance. This was- jlust before the vicious and
unfortunate Penal Laws Wegan to be-passed afd applied against Roman
Catholics, Presbyterians 4nd anyone else who$did not confqaq to the
Established™CheretrReginijjng in 1726 and lasting thro oI To=T7382 thdy were

the product of a despdgiCly ins ‘dm1n1s X éh which) 5aW pb ntlal
treason andr belk p around eve #

i
i
N

4

Aftef Mr. Warren's|death the parish refijained vacant for abut a y Ar. Then on
the| '16lh Abril 17 1 Hamlett Obigs 4’ collated to Cprrickmficross 4nd
Magheracl AR Collatl ' {v al e rminolqgy ™ mehns to be
appointed by a Bi shop but olves |exafhination and gaerlng 1nf0rma on
about\the candidate to be s || *s 0 hiSltablilfy Mr. (bines had enjfred
May 2 Y 1720, ape w\\ 8/ havin ee’r{_ educated by a M rk, at
¢ was hwarded his . gand MLA. 1§27, wab ordained
Deacon ofy/ the 1sl June 1729 had ar§ Prigsf ‘ n the 20" September 1730
~HAying bech curate i C o-‘- frony -6, and Rector and->iogr of
De 'brusk/‘-'("the_" ontgomery's patisin) fro 35 to 1§36 ana\ Vlca of
Drpmore from 1 b-41 he Jrrivediny gﬁh\ $stp take onfwhat by now miust
ha e seemied’ a firly plum parisli:-He/had quae a short sta iere as he died in
17 Q aged'd} Ly’forty, eight. | | ‘\ '} ; !

/

0 Williym Cod'ngto p wis &;_g)ﬂ,l;dtedl 0 t%he Parish jon the ¢ June J R)
He wj$ a Dubliner haying lleq: e@uéatedﬂ, yla Mr. S ott be fe he 4 o htered
T.C.D onJun? R4™ 1715, afged h- " A L’ MY, and MLA. 17 f , folloWwed and
he was]ofdained/Deacon 0y the% 23%and whs Prleste Iﬂt]@ (

) " 1726. His\career~path—fo ld’we very closbly \:ﬂ;l \
¢ went on to beicar of Drumsnaj and Rector of\Kiln
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41, and Rector and Vicar of Drpwidte from1741-50 before coming to
Magheross. His first wife was ElMaXdaughter of Henry Bellingham, of
Castlebellingharn and after her deatf he n\arried Mary. He died in 1767 and in
his Will made on the 25™ Augusy/1767 heNgsked to be buried beside his late
wife Mary. He left the residue gf his estate to\his son William charging him to
pay 10 shillings "to each rgkistered widow\of Magheross, Sarah Evans,
otherwise Reilly, only excepfed." One wonders\what is was that the Widow
Evans had done to be singl¢d out like this, but- mdge importantly it shows that
by now the clergy werg developing funds for\the well being of their
parishioners, in particulagthose who were in financialdifficulties.

From Gentlenien to Scholar

There followed the twenty §even year ministry of John Campbell who came to
Magheross in 1767 or 176§ and vacated it by deagh on the 4" February 1795
(D.R.) Has.father was a scRoolmaster (Leslie uneas ths theterm nagister)
somewhere in Connau it aj d/ John )N ducated | father ntrl he \tered
T.C.D. on thg=Ql*™ June 739 ag ' r\ight stident
because he hEcam®a Scholax, in LA In {743
but| t;here 1$ o recqrd of a Masters de ee. The next we he i is that| he
was Curatef of Drumachose in 17 he went back t¢ Galwdy to fin{l a

wrfe He nfarrjed (M.L. De diciathe second sghtef of Roffert
Masst n, of*Ma qhbrook, ICo. Ykasy_heis  then de’scﬁ'!ed as of
"New\townlxrmavad His sop Ro 7alsO " orda
Sophta, da Z?ghter af Adam .\
Sheriff off|Monaghan. Acd :ﬂwg b .; ;;'
Magheros{ IR)vhrch {till existd e ded an \ 3
and his fe on the 27" Jaua®y 1411 ae# N
burj dt er? ," | _ [. ‘}

o

el
A
\n

i . : ; ;
Inf 1775 thre ,Pa,r Shl received ra ity in§jde the ffont cover the ffrst
Select Vest‘ _bdok s declared t¢ Be I_ef ift bf Thomas (flem¢ng. Esq. It/# a
lareleathe bound Yolume |with/a | is curlng strap. and way obvio Iy desighed
to lag tfor mayy years, The fiirst 1 ee‘dtng 11sted wag held gh the 18§ Apr11 775.

Henry Brlckel of 'Caryick McRgss ﬂ\»&as el -‘ te d -ihurc 'Wardey /and Sr ester

Ravort ong ile is tovpe Stdesmany It is recorded th £15 stg flS to byflevied
of the yard -»'  fo 1 atar Clark }H‘ er £15
is to bg for repair {o t@ urch:™ \y“ e Rev.
Mr.

There are atfnual minutes of Vesthy meepifgs from then on, befng what we
would now call, the Easter Vestry mé&€ting, but occasionally there are other
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meetings, sometimes a postponed Epstéf] Vestry meeting and very rarely one
other meeting for some special reasoff. §enerally they make very dry reading
simply listing who was elected and wha{ was to be levied for salaries and
repairs. This is the way it should be, offNially vestry minutes should only
record decisions that are madg/ However, Yometimes parishes appointed a
chatty secretary who disclosesfvho said what ayd those who disagreed. While
this breaks the rules it makgh for much more iferesting reading and throws
light on what was really gojhg on in the parish. Unortunately only very rarely,
until more recent times yhen things open up a Bjt, do the Carrickmacross
secretaries trouble themsglves to record more than thd bare details.

It was during Mr. Campb 11's ministry that the prese St. Finbarr's Church was
built in Carrickmacross.

The first hint of this in the} Vestry minute-book is§found on Monday 1* April
1782. After William Dani€l (Sen.) of Carrickma8ross and Owengarten of
Mullaboy Wererejeeted Chiirch Wal;d _ 1t was 'alko epeatTedTiat th um of
Forty, Pounds ’Sterhng b ied of t 'sh as a fgg ‘or the Piy pose of §ither
Rebulldlng the Old Churcl \or the’p ¢ of a new one'. Fhosk \who 51ned
this| nnnute ere Mi-Eolds Custiter edrrPantede-Js- an1e1 Jn Fa ey,

Chrlhto Ca oll anq John Taylor i

Othqr sour Pt fthe first i - /: \~ 1idhg of the| pt¥me urch atfan
carlier date. In .._ on Lesligs-posk hjs npte it ¢hed to ffie Carrtckmac 0SS
list o\ﬁ_ clergy. wromgly stateit '1 e -Q t cﬂurch was {built 1}‘1 1695 fand
rebuilt in § 79" '; gives ng 'sties or
over in anf rtlcle ritten by | hl R R
local histgtical joufnal "Macllat- I th'p- SU
mosjyt estlng afticle signgd’ b ‘PM /
migtake wuh greafprecisions He: refrs fo t"
Esf ate in Longlegt {in W11ts n’a ‘i m glan d heref there is ja\ letter dated } 77
(L% M wfongly dites it ps 189 "thg Protestant ‘_g:omnlunlt in
Ca1ckmac s¢ to \Lord 1scdu t! em th"| The Iktter'=dd éribes the
allegedly deb yed capditionf of their] |par1sh o urch in M gheros ;«ind ap cals
for a! Ststance {n buildipg a rffew d uljch The, /

“That ydur Lordship's Eet i gt‘s haﬂ% been| at grfat expefise rep.'fi 1ng it

m ormation. This errof iS¢ Arried
itshdad in an article wriften for the
cqaant issue of Macall3 there isa
'h ‘i ich the uthor colwecty, this
Bath-Papers prf served\at the'Rath

rom tnn to time'gnfl are apprefitt of it beComing § geatef burden
b .. That besjdes theie e_ns___g Eepairy, /and the % tm@ fearance
shich is the didancé o satd cﬁur from the rhai i ‘\h‘ﬁ) of the

/Carrickmacrossiat all times incop enient, that t Con gregation
Cattuatvell give a proper atendance tgDivine Service the »\ Btit in the
midst of a Popish country thePa#fShioners are obliged to discontinue
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such attention to the Worshfp #8f God according to the Rites and
Ceremonies of the Church of I#flayd.”
They tell how the Bishop of Cloglfr hay, visited the church and backs their
appeal and continue
“That in a rough calghlation ther are five hundred Protestant
parishioners in said pgfrish, tho ‘ready\to contribute in their small
proportions to so greagfand laudable undetfaking find themselves utterly
unable to execute orfundertake such a’tasky without the assistance and
encouragement of the Great Land Proprietory”. The silver tongued yet
sadly importunatefpetitioners “then flatter thg absentee Viscount with
what people may $ay about a Carrickmaerossjenhanced with a worthy
Church building. “That your Lordship's petitighers conceive it would be
both necessary and jprnamental to have the Ghurch rebuilt in said town
which is a good Market Town and improved jof late into great figure and
trade, and the only toqvn now in a very large §iocese wanting a church of
suitable figure and onvenience. May it pl§ase your Lordship to take
Pétittomerspresgnt cdre into yoy 00d and cl ar1 oJlchvy 51der on and
'grant them such adyj a{lce to th u11d1n efame as t our L}x sh1p
' ey of as in great duty,villNpray. Sigped:
: lds Qlerk; Rbbt.
'- ; Jasy! Patterspn;

/

: rf’ / ‘
1sh dated’ the 19 May, 777, fier
one efa&ds that “the Vicar/ has 3 ready
: {lnew and [substanfial one at

consideraljle expe e on the |rl_ {Sig | hde y-difection and orders. |

Thy Vestt.'}'f'/l\'/hnut B [ ' 9% March 1785 svhen ityvas
ag eed that/ £2: 55 jotl be aid Tor the's W, hurch u ortunately we are
nof given the nafne’of the a ¢h1t Ct ) h i fThe following

on {the 25“? ' it el agreed

Ll ﬂc’ iy

There, _L'r_e the_, appare tl ,"v'a FOLTE ™ 'n r*u ts S nt,

; fo and 1o re_femg to a
possible fiew ehtirch beforg maties. ¢ “ame Yo/& head /In 1786, f
after al approackes, L d—WeythButhy subscrlbe 3&'3

towafds ft - Ahe 1* May 138 A
new least&heing issued to tenan of the Bath state a number JE\ea¥is" are
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demolished "if it is agreed to 1 ew church". The houses listed are
numbers 3 and 4 Carvers Lane, and MuiRbers 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11 and 12 Bridge
Street. In 1788 it is noted on the R t-ro that numbers 4 and 5 Carvers Lane
(in this document referred to as #The Englsh School") and numbers 6 to 12
Bridge Street were levelled “forfhe new churgh.” However, there was another
agenda as well, to widen the yoad and improvy the look of the town. Bridge
Street, still at that time only/18ft wide was to B¢ widened to 30ft and slated
houses were to be built “indéed there has not anything been thought of that will
be a greater improvemeny to the Town”. ‘A furthel twist was that in 1793 a
number of tenants had gheir rents tefunded becauge in fact their promised
houses had not been buil§ and pOSSIbly never were i

On page 60 of the Vest Minute Book we learn that it was proposed that
“Henry Burn” is to build the church for £600. Pgge 61 bears a table giving
details of the costs amounfing to £532:5s:2d. HoWever on Tuesday 25™ May
1790 not only do we discafrer that they had learn§d how to spell My Byrne's
name property=e the giving them trouble) “It je~Turtet enackd that
Henry Byrne shall and W 4 or be% uesday tg " day of A ugust neéxt Do
complete ang/ fify h said hurch Ot \to his agreeme "and’. . fo the
purpése andfin defduli-theseoH Scenaeted- g Camph ell after the
nlent speed on § he

3 1 any suc ét};lﬂ lt's adhrents ylescn the
rigise t_ee_ ceﬂ’t.lry by sefttlers Tro gland
ish | churchy hroughou Irelan a few of

thouéh ot é{ wrlt

style as “1 roHuc 1n the eH

' 'eel exty rnally \Juare ut1 te§n;1 '1{11 c rcularapse 7%

i/ L

' ffeseit $t. Finba s Chr ch in
if beginnify ,'.
¢ tFarney r

91 http: //travel viamichelin.com/web/Culttsg/Ipe#ind/Art_and Culture-Architecture
92 Lawrence. Dr David. The Diocese of Clogher Stained-Glass Windows 2009
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number of houses intended to built o its east side never were built. Mr.
Sutcliffe states that “On the 20th ApiF 1§88 plans to build a new church at the
cost of £ 600 were approved. Servifes ayd meetings were held in the Market
House at the other end of the towyf until thé\new church was completed.” “On
8th April 1788 it was decided thgt the roof sladgs, windows and doors of the old
church should be sold.””* PRTEHIETR

Even though the Select Vesfry moved the place of \orship from Magheross up
the hill to the new St. Figbarr's. parishioners seemYo have continued to bury
their dead their. There isfevidence for Church of Ireland families also burying
in Carrickmaclimm, whigh is now the Presbyterian (Jraveyard some miles out
in the direction of Shercogk, in 'Bully's Acre' at the cprner of Clough Valley on
the Crossmaglen Road, arid a very small number atfthe new St. Finbarr's. The
fact that it seems to have bgen built on the top of a flarge rock probably made it
unsuitable for further burialg.

With 1mre =prosperitf, alarm
it the sers o/f Eur

ng| theEiag :ttOSt ’
1 awgon Ptreets the street jf as later rena ed
J:Z t‘is own t Qay O'Neill §

& Cain

refT™oWN.

u11t Mr. Ca pell died and he

arch J 795
3 .In
178 1% ! | ( n}ma Schqpl from 1787 to 805
: i frch 1795 (Os SR)
the died #_1,8_25' d was

alding

93 Sutchffe Rev John, Parish History¢
94 Diocesan Registry of Ossory
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of a spire. For two years there is & #rther mention of it but in 1795 Mr
Pinching is recorded as having bekfi Riven extra money to get the spire
completed. On the 29™ June 1795 Hnry Byme and William Thompson make a
proposal to “erect a spire on the Tdwer of thg Church of Carrickmacross in the
following manner — the spire j§ to be an dgtagon .... thirty five feet high
sheeted with boards and overlgfd with copper O six pound sheets, the uprights
to be six inches by four mopfised into a frame ¢ six inches by ? with strong
iron bolts and screws.” The Avooden steeple was latgr replaced by a stone one.

In 1799 it is recorded ifi the Vestry Minute: Book \that the gallery is to be
repainted, that part of thg burial ground wall will haje to be taken down and
replaced and that a bell dnd a clock are 'to be purchpsed. It is interesting that
there is no mention of dny problems caused by fthe 1798 rebellion which
features prominently in the}vestry minutes of other parishes at the time. This is
all the more interesting in ¢he light of the fact tha§ on the 6" of August 1803
there is a rare special meetihg at which the fopic ofdiscussion is thgetaising of
sufficient Momey=tospay {ixfeen men, for an aghy (e~aeferd “theNUnited
ngdom Whlch was awefy new pg al reah}y he time,: The raﬁ 12 of
this money yfas robably m lie éstry be‘mg unable tdfind sixgeen
suitable merfto go pad-ser : sdatdr on thy 4th Jan ary

05
gis ‘\ sfe¢k in the

prov,ldmg > P o TShe-ind ;case offan
1nva§10n” There\ yas obviowsly( a ozﬂi lei't and ¢ en pamc abo ta
Frenc\h in a\ilon Bly the 3™ A p ¢ year dt the regglar Vesitry meghing
things ha r cc")"'ole_ down o_g“, ‘back to dscussni the more
humdrum fnatter of the sp1r|a ¢ need/ toyrdbuild it. Obviously|giving Mr
Henry Byjiie a sedond change g i d the firsg spire afger he had
provgd 1lat0ry n comp %tln led mord--shyddy
wo mans}{p on i) \\
& i i) |

Hwever in 18 the fevenh fi ar d ) jhvasion had copled
so far that'§ Aaris gtaust=HEy haV ot

/

||f /

In 18 the Ve try Mln te thh ﬂ}P Mar t 1 :gul annual eetln glves

a shoy but m} esting jlifipse Ferta e ohgr responibilities bf thji:r hurch
Warde ;| nq try 1n ha d ti n— e_g_r__ o" thaty 1t is als

 .' applied to % e& the
gAd maintaining the § dren left
#fry expenses”.

Parish 1ot ¢hasing coffins fo
upon the Parlsh together with other nd
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In St. Finbarr's Church there is a moMfitRent with the inscription"Sacred to the
memory of Rev. Wm. Pinching, M A, Je3us College Cambridge, for 30 years
Vicar of this Parish, who departedhis life itNhis 64th year, February 25, 1825,
and of Frances Anne, his wife who survived kim 4 years. This tablet has been
erected by their children as afoken of affectidg, regard and filial piety.” His
first son William entered T.C/D. On the 3™ Februgry 1816, aged 19, his second
son, Horatio Nelson, who bcame a first Lieut. inthe British Navy and served
with His Majesty's East Igdia Company. He died at\Bombay, aged 33, in 1834
or 1835. Mr. Pinching's foungest son, the Rev. Guy \Robert, entered T.C.D on
November 1* 1830, aged 18, having been educated fy Mr. Little, presumably
in Carrickmacross, and he died at Charlestown, Misgissippi, in 1841, aged 30,
leaving a widow and 2 ‘children. Pinching's youpigest daughter, Elizabeth,
married a Captain Bland, flate of H.E.I.C., (Honoyrable East India Company)
Army (Bengal Est.) (N.T. fand D.E.M:)-on-2-Feby, 1840,. Another daughter,
Hannah Mary, married the¢Rev. Dr. William Thor Apson, LL.D. whe, came to
Carrickmacross—gs=My. Pi l}ing's_j ates Assistant ip-T34Te PTannd Mary
lived t‘o"be 84J“nd was baigd in Ca ACTOSS (\m\ 6" Octohg er 1885\

\

Inthenaml g of is-ehildsen-as e-lndg o - h  folloy Ledwean
perhhps glgan something of the teac and preaching off someodpe like Mr.
Plndhlng I naming a son “Willia nother “Horatio [Nelson'he cledrly
ahgned hiimsed™With the Crpw @‘sﬁi { ploits of #Tgse-tvho fought

to bring abot the¥British Empife, His chl' rl\i rally livafl out the dreanj of
11v1né in 1’\1\Emp1 e on whichijfhe syh never! se{' ‘As the fun set/on Gyl in
M1ss1s51p |1t ‘was|rising on) ty ’\i(rin bé and his sunsef v MAnnah
¢
tpa

Mary's dayn. They lived out|i icl 035 i/ glorious Vision of brlnglng a
new order:;{nd civijization toflt 3 ugh an Empire which would
ma World a fetter and afe rticylafly perhaps, | ja more PeespRrous
pl e to 11%3 n.. ratlo and- /@5 perhaps ung derline' the dan yers
t.[Pinchingfthe living out df a
predecesso qnon Boyle J

£

! -_Jl
dr¢ am whiQh .. olyadlsnt h e f(xr\ﬂ1
; ! i {

On he deat of Mr) Pinc ng 0m one Whp has had af crater ¢n the ngoon
named afterh and who, fp; br ali) 'o§t|;wo cirred years fhas allg ved us/dasily
ickmacrgss. Sadfto say,f” ough
he re alned as\Rector 1§ 1[83 e ‘ .--ﬁ' s to haye lived i fthe péi ish for
any ext otided petiod and was effestivély R¥€ctgr in ngfne and infd

]

f "'gh Observatory Website thergs fs a most interest \'\ge on

Thomas Romney Robinson, Scholaxg#”1.C.D., M.A., B.D., D.D., LL.D,,
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F.R.A.S, FR.S, etc.etc. absentee Regto#hnd non-complier with the efforts to
bring the Church of Ireland through tk€ fRauma of disestablishment.

Everything seems to be strangg and retRarkable about Thomas Romney
Robinson. He was the eldest son/of Thomas Rgbinson a Portrait Painter and his
wife Ruth (nee Back). He wag/given the name {f Romney after his fathers Art
Master. He had a first Christjn name of John, whjich he discarded. By age two
it is claimed he was enjoying having the poetry of Wordsworth read to him. He
published a respectable edough book of poetry at twelve and while his later
publications and notes cgver many rows of library shelving they were mainly
scientific works relating} to astronomy though he whs also an accomplished
academic theologian. y A ‘

Robinson was born on the 33 April 1792 in Antrinf and moved with his family
from Dromore to Lisburn gnd Belfast where he wis educated by a Dr. Bruce.
He entered T.C.D on the @" January 1806, the y§ar his book of etry was
printed./HE wasrrade asco ar in 1808, Bachelqg of 4 10, bogame a
Fellow/ of TCD In 18 as awapded a,n MA\ 817 anda Bach\e or of
Divinity in {822 \1825 and an LL/D. Y | 1863.\The
Clogher Didgh ) - b e=Pfpcento on the @1+
Septémber 821 thugh he was not a n‘h cesan clergyman atthe ti e. Whileihe
{ flor) ; Wthh as

largely fundgd’By ) \g..- 825 he rpgiiree the pos of
Precentor to be cdilated to Hhef of Cartickr across wi ere he' arrlve on
the 4‘@ Ma r\sh 182 ing t11 hllS ‘death of the 2§‘h Febphary
1882 whd " e never|actiallf Med in

For gtk Wonder lachlev l eng in ho &4 ﬂ science arjd technoleggNrom
the Church/of Irgha ha ntury off involvle\ment with

Ca 1ckmacross ar hardly he bl ; fal.[In other § rlshes durlng is
ti e clergy, of thfe Vangehal ' al sser extgnt in Ireland tj) pse
of ¢ e Highyekturch \Oxford Mox}e nt We coi efbusinesg of
predching the Gospdl and ftend 'ng Iﬂllé.-' chu‘ﬁ ore serj USly Many

parishes bega to bengfit frrnt s @are Al dlsfest blishpfient, when the (fown
Goverpment ddcided in\1870) |to, trtﬂ&he Cﬂ rch of Irelghd of gt of 1§ assets
most g ihe cle_ oy of thy, churclt-prt e offt eir recelve f1n ther ase of

Carricl this Annuk sydeclared 4
Thep at all the annyities
by adgy Trustees to be

i

was the ’ adation on which thhsurvival apé development of NeHtirch of
Ireland has depended ever since. From the®R.C.B. Investments the clergy were
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to be paid and the financial affairs §f #e church be arranged. To their great
credit virtually all the clergy of theMEhWtch surrendered their Annuity to the
R.C.B. with the exception of Dr. RgbinsoX and a handful of others. To be fair
to him he was seventy eight at fie time ayd his main concern was that the
Armagh Observatory, of which/by then he Was the Director, would survive
given that the Archbishop offArmagh, its bejefactor, had lost most of his
income as well. It is quitg likely ‘that he usgd his Annuity to keep the
Observatory going but thisfwas not much help to\the Church of Ireland or to
Carrickmacross Parish. ' @

During Dr. Robinson's fabsentee incumbency Lewis Topographical Survey,
published in 1837 gave a fetailed account of Carrickghacross. It states that it is
“a market and post-fpwn, and a parish, in the Warony of Farney, county of
Monaghan, and prdvince of Ulster, 20 -shiles (S. E. by S.) from
Monaghan town, and 40 (N. W.-by N:.) frf§m Dublin city; containing
12,610 inhabitants, of which number, 2970 afg in the town.”
“Thisptacerdesiyes if§ name from jts situatigh on gAOCkENd from\one of
ifs early proprieton d ist townl W2 arony Lhe baro\1 was
/ I,."grante bk ueen il ‘zabe ,l" Farl of\Essex ylo Nsided iny the
' the e tre=stitl-sta 'gmtegarde of

' w.p

- @ : |

H The| town | 1s 51tuated on A ail coach road from Dubhn to
| Londpadgh and, cqmisiyts eRZIDNCTAAY, street, | seine smafler

Dﬁ n’ls ab0u560 houses Y hny

oo(& A considerhble re,tall tragde is

COtiN tryf’ and soap| candlé: brogues,

and [toarse 'ts are tu% fotvn, in which therd are also a

tan4yard, a Rrewery (¢ in i gw IH\ ‘ and a digtillery. Distillation

; carrled on here tp a &ofk qera g:fe tent beforejthe Um =far 20

years” after Which it y eIy mue debh f byt in 1828, a- 1arg§: dls‘u ery

was!| "erectgd, whic rmakesy H —gdllons off\ spirits| \annuly,

' ". conshrhing ir} the ma ufa e % 00 barrelsfo gram 1ncluj1 ng
{ ' malt, hich issmade in the fowf / |

\ . “The' \general \market is hél, Lon ‘Th rsday, anfl one for cor W on

' ‘Wedne day and, Satu day th@ |pum l% Pf pigs ejposed for sale t the

’ arket during the sea g)n, gi’y gteat|; they arg prmm’ﬁy pu}" hased

y dealer§ from Dynfialk,) -w-wf ; » elfat for expo dtlon _Fgirs are

lomy ‘I;’- 27th, Nly e» pt / :; those

\ \ streéts or las branching;
\of ! ch ar of resp <
carrfe “on with the sy !f

he m : At gabullt
ol oL fe ruins of the casth j \ week
; and here are a constabulary Ppeljce”Station and a county Bridewell on a
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small scale, but contalnlng necessary accommodation for the
separation of prisoners.’ ¥
“The parish, which is also c3 fed - agheross, contains, according to the
Ordnance survey, 16,702 gtatute acigs, including 299 of water, 15,068
acres are applotted underfthe t1the act and there is a great quantity of
bog.”
“The living is a. vicarage, in the dlocese of\Clogher, and in the patronage
of the Bishop; the yectory is'impropriate \jn Col. Willcox: the tithes
amount to £969. 4sf 7' d., of which '£323. k. 6'% d., is payable to the
impropriator, and £646. 3s. 1d., to the vicar. Tthe church is a neat stone
edifice with a towgr and spire, having a good dlock with four dials. The
remains of the old, church are :still standingy it was built in 1682, to
replace the one tha\ was destroyed by ﬁre i 1641. There is a Glebe-
house, with a Glebe §f 112 acres.” .
“The Roman Catholig parish is co-extensive$with that of the Established
Church, and is the behefice of the Bishop of¥Clogher, who regides in the
towithereare,three{ chapels, situated at C dufffiotmedn, CoNreagh,
and Camckmacro Ahe last o h is a, hag gome bui] ding, eré ed in
//1783. Fhetg is alsoa resby étmg house ? !
[ “A frge gra sehoolwdsfounded here-by-tord4Veymo thlnl 11,
/| and ghdoweq Wlth £670 per angiim: it has been disus led for ome yejrs,
|| but he schbol- house is bej u11t by the Mafquess pf Bathf a
|| descqnee jof the / ’u‘@\- afgtwo  naigia=schools | at
1 Camckma\é ss ; bs bols| sifwated  at 'Mulléghcro Ty,
\Co ksassm gh, Cajri | orr'a ﬁery, ordufﬂ<elly, /fand
Care\pmore vided by 4t ,;u\. ¢ atlo I fro’ i E. J. Shitley, Esq T<%hool
supyl Qrted h* subscripti m Ischools, ih which}the pupils
are fdught gilatuitously} Al 670 girlsjare taught in these

#sellools, and about 40 boyd and | Is in 13 rlvate hedge
schoﬁls thgte are alsp thl‘ee ‘n&b 7 i \
LA dlspens y was establiShed Lg - Tier¢ is also 4 'enda01ty socidty;
". and'a Savjhgd bank was inf tifitéda 1 Hy the Mirqyess of Bath| nd
\' Mr. 8§ '“y the amoupt o dpsqfsT\n ovgmber, 1§35, e £1503

\ ' 3d., Delonging to 8fl dd pos fqrs ‘th¢]nu ber gf whonf/ is  rap dly
'mcream g7\ | all// /

: 1| ; / / /
While, (Carrlclg hacross Rarfsh wWashsupsitiisie Aqmagh Obsejyatory.'§nd no
doubt Bei ﬁ’fm. g mankind® reatlyy ith all X * ',‘. disBoveries
made lhe time of DX Robiltsormre ; ¢ were get ‘fn\‘ -
real gyprk o e church. Dr. Rgbinson's Curateg obV1ously cark 1 rden
and heatéfugfle day while he eMployed higaelf observing the N\ \n cold

95 Lewis Topographical Survey, 1837.
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nights and, as the Armagh Observatdiy #Miebsite assures us, Dr. Robinson “was
not idle, and hated losing good evem#h®s, as happened several times in 1875
when the gas supply failed becausgfof a Rlockage in the street main, and the
circles of the telescope could nof be illumNpated.”*® One wonders if the gas
supply in Carrickmacross mightAave suited hin better.

While Mr. Sutcliffe informs fs that Dr. Robinso\s name appears at least once
each year in the Preacher's/Book during his time\as Rector there were seven
hundred and fifty baptisgis recorded in the Baptiymal Register all of them
presided over by his Curgites. This is just one measurg of the size of the parish
and the amount of work that needed to be done. -
There is a striking photograph still available takerf on what seems to be the
occasion of the official opdning of St. Patrick's Chyirch, Ardragh. A number of
formally suited gents stand¢in striking poses on tlg hill between the gate and
the church. One of these gnay be Dr. Robinson §who took a greaf interest,
apparently, -t b, ding of the chyrch. There gk diffefig=atcountyof the
orlglns ‘of St/ Patrick's g /éhurch? eland 1\1 QJfement ip _those ON \gins,
plore a \a lat but whz?t we do kno V 18 tha  Dr.
areh ~WitimrSiater=th) 1868 todra up

ambitious /plans ( site) for a complete retiuild of {St.
Finbarr's i nal chancel These plang! are in fhe
possession fef epresenal he Chufgifof ;eland d,
while nevér used, : eenfidende. ai ve('a th of the iparish at the t e.

They\bulli‘\Q ra t? be/wider anci lrnore elabrate \ylth a puch
A e n T u'sJ d and the [kind"of For Hence

of diseg abhsh nent which

Pl ters G;tfthlc \
i |
D Roblnéon se eslie's dates are fot
always cleatNou , 1al Registe P83 6 to lgrch
184{ the Culate was\John Williahn Smail., i as [followgd from April 1841 to
Nove \_ber 18 R9 by W '111a ‘Thmp}sgm : [fro Maych 186 to July /1869
the C ' ‘au;r néd; for L& Tgne ¢ th, who 1é listedfas the
TSV 6 lowed ﬂJfa_l_n_ua 1870

96 http://www.arm.ac.uk/history/moore/P02.htm1
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T.C.D. In 1827 and an M.A. in 18328klie’” does not record where he went
after he left Carrickmacross but h1s [alghter Anne Honoria was baptised by
him on November 30" 1840, his 3 fldres) given as Derryolam Glebe, which
means he was living in the Rectog§, and maybe he felt it was time to move on
to a parish of his own. ' ;

The Rev Dr. William Thompgon was born in Co.ntrim and entered T.C.D. on
the 4™ July 1825, aged 16. Hle gained his B.A..In\831, an LL.B. in 1856 and
an LL.D. in 1857 makig him a surprisingly wWell qualified Curate and
indicating the financial sfrength of the parish of the Yime. Its been a long time
since a Rector, not to thind a Curate of Carrickmgcross had more earning
power than a lawyer. Butithen, perhaps it was not th¢ money he was interested
in. His second wife, Hanngh Mary, was the daughter of Rector Pinching who as
we have seen died in 1885 ged 84.

The large grave which stands alone between the st§ps and the Conyeqt School
wall at the Thurelrenigance(js the Thom pson familyl graye eStone m¥gntions
that Wllham 1 the curale,g /{he pa Jga'a dea\ls She

yser s memry
' een Curate ofjthe
f- er by ,the Reyf I.F.
dcord” 111 hehurch
m of fate

\ghtee | years. Hg!
i : the drate of D

at Eamine an he

poRulation: § 'ped from 2,711 ih/] Ui
it orkhofise gnd :eWer Hq itdl on thi Shercg k Roa’ %
Rev. Jamjes Mul{jgan, a ngm, Catt i(l; Priest, df
ickmacros§ in 184%. He| w;r eég/“"lfhefs dll f arme hve 0) potatp s and

| _dered th t e iy ‘6 fhate Jnaf if he fsnnlk‘ for his
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of the potato crop was all the more d¢wasthting because of this.

About this time changes in worship/and a\greater acceptance of music, colour,
light and movement were beginnjffg in the §hurch of Ireland. Up to this time,
for example, stained glass windghvs were frowned on as coming near to, if not
actually, breaking the second ¢gmmandment. TNg representation of figures, and
in particular representations ¢f Jesus and most ceftainly representations of God
were not approved of. Som¢ people would say that\this was a consequence of a
strong Puritan strand within the Church of TrelandVput in the mid 1800's this
was beginning to weakefi and a desire to brighten \ip churches and worship
began to grow. Dr Rolinson would have been w¢ll aware of the Oxford
Movement and the Gothic Revival which combined at a practical level with
new technologies and the 4 dustrial revolution to fu these changes.

In Carrickmacross evidencg of this comes-in the 1860's when two stained glass
windows were ordered froth James Powell & ‘Sorfy of London. They are two
matching Wirrden d-waf down t? urch. Thg kouthsTaeethtre [eX lancet
is Chrlst the Good She RhE \eht 51d\e\ Q the wing w The ood

h ancient method ¢ w» makif g colou ed
B\ s were pick@wp with great
PRYI9ES .

night have bedh a long way fjom
Lond&n b t\the Powell window  Finb arr's Are amongj (their e,arhest vork
N A
showing, 1 ¢rhaps thow awa ;,l bms WA§ of such Hew Bredktht ughs
We can 1 agine |fthe excitgmyry/ of | pa s knowirlg that. fthey were
involved i 'beneﬁt ng from {] leje | tiy g ledge technolagy.

\\ /

enthlhsmsm y the Powell's."Cay

I W

in receht tlfneéx 18 no as
ivd been. Wg'quote: !

s windg at the chufch
Ycentre of fhe ‘b "tow | of

Dr, aV1d /Lawre e who [rvey ¢
enf ‘us1ast10 abouy them as Dfr- Ro‘
“THere afe two intgresti I’r
dediche ed to\ St. Fin bhrre

\ . Carridkmacrosg. ... he ene :natloh Siggasts a date not uch egflier
\ ‘than 1840. . :

\"“The twh w1nd0 s dd Lfrnﬂl%o ﬁ%}l;h as afime of r{certa yand

hange J Powell. Althqgtrai “ frgit of 1 gton's reg archhr been

r thirteen‘years =£ vell's a ed staj ified glasstdesigrnigls equal

allenge of Wxploititrg—the—e (o ing’ possibilitid new

c.farrickmacross wiNows are g#world apart from\Buste-Jones
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designs which had driven Ruskig 2##V1ld with joy”. There is much use of
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machine-pressed glass for the path§r heavy ornamental panels above and
below the central medallion¥&ches and the colours are plain and
primary — red, blue and whitg#”

Lawrence's belief that the curreyft windows were put in after the 1840's fits in
well with various improvemengs being made to\the building at the time and in
particular the building of tfe Vestry room. Jogeph Welland was a Belfast
Architect who was undertalfing some major projedgs at that time. St. Thomas's
church on the Lisburn Rgad in Belfast, a very di§inctive and distinguished
building is his work. Again, no doubt, Dr. Robinsdn would have been well
aware of his capabilitie§ and Welland designed thejvestry room which was
added in 1854 with his trademark of a shouldered arch doorway.

It also seems that the church organ was acquired abgut this time. As the church
moved away from the puritgn plainness and simpligyty of its 18™ century
founding fathers towards th€ more fussy and decordive (and catholiggclutter

. . R
of the Victorrams=mmasic, singing and organ came {Q be acgePtabie. [he'S
Finbarr's organ has a plaxe jAdicating it was b\\ # 'Henry,) Villis Lohdon'.
Henry Wllhs dvasporn in 18 ‘1 in € dledﬂn the 11 FeQruary 11
He Was an 0 gan p aL-an d remo t; organ-

%

..;\ Vs was artif Wto-drgan .'
ng Q ¢ he inve ifed the manual pnd

gut h laterL‘areer Helalso bgcame

Vs thé"_ irst ofa sgries of drgar st

orgamst offi( rlst hurch Ha .\“.
posts; lateat Hanistead PaT f.

tlng aa\
l, truments W11 is
gricy Ce Wllhs t

stelng sto_yllf; to f@l‘lel I ecelv £4OO rtheJ

Iﬂg@/)l,n 10

f
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instruments. Later in his career 'Fathg® Willis was a leader of the movement
which added all sorts of 'interesting' s#fuiiding stops to organs which could
make them sound like anything fron#a fulhprchestra to a brass band. One fees
he would have thoroughly approvgll of the Mpdern electronic organs which by
using 'sampled' noises can soundflike anything\from a baby crying to a
helicopter flying. Those who fgoured the pure Yprgan' sound of the old
German organs regarded suclfadditions as decaddpt and corrupting. The
relatively simple instrumeng/in St Finbarr's could ardly be labelled with either
of these tags.

A notable local member §f the Church of Ireland; thoygh not of the parish was
buried in Bully's Acre in 1863. The Wikipedia websitg tells us: Patrick Byrne,
or Padraig Dall O Beirn, who was born blind c.1784/in the parish of
Magheracloone. After the Relfast Harp Festival of If792 various attempts were
made to revive the playing ¢f the Irish harp:

“An Irish Harp Sociéty was established in tHg city and a harpsschool for

young-vimad=bq s s, up. Pa ick . Was_ enrg led pe~apEPil in“he harp

‘school in 1820. Mhg Belfast . recordS\p#n as gradyating 1 \1 1821

/ I,."“haV1 aCquired ' co 'sider bje \ency on ‘the instpmey t(60 tungs)”

|| “He thien mQuedstosbondenpaying-ivarmas-rotnsed of they obrhty and
'l in 1829 was presented with a si er medal by the Sha | espeatjian Clulj of

H Stra_r ord onfAvon in recogn /a n Gk his abilities. Fropn 1837{to 1845fhe
.'vp‘.\ fe&ibefore Quetir: ictoria' nd

|| was {paf8, In Scotlgfid e
i\ received a'Warrant as ..:iir ’ rt Rrinide Albert

\ “B ﬁ;{e retu ned to Irdla
fa 1y as ;therr ha -,, ¢
newspaper drticles as -P.i A ce \'leb
“Hg /died injDundalk onig A m 18 6

7Rafrick By le’s final est g

‘bul}@’ S acr - is map ed by 4
the Irlsh hirp — a traflitio chi % ck fover at dusand 3 also | d ied
out'wlth’t ck Bymng, “tl?e [ast-of rea Irish hagpexs™'”' | J

, ordé in sevgral cdte orary
&h accompl shedm sician.

S, L/ Smith YA, Haging
served _as Cu_l ate for fen ye; rs he d}ﬁ?l on ctob 1869 /ged 38 fears
according to :} tombstone &15 léind ;-e try foom iy /St. F barr's
Churcyard. H4,was follpwed iptrtheg™® ACy bylthe/Rev Rig ar;l G braith.
It's int§ résting that the tohgbstogpirel ers 10 as A lergyma i
i eihs fofindicate thal\the fact-that-he- d’s oply Curate di \
_'r_éj'étlon that he waszgheir 'Clergyman

i
et
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New Beginnings - Difddtablishment

The excellent Dublin Diocesan Website\nclude a page entitled “ A Brief
History Disestablishment (1871) /Modern Tymes”. It gives this summary:
“With the growth of depfocratic feelilg in the mid to late nineteenth
century the anomaloug position of the Church of Ireland as the
established state churgh in an overwhe_lml \gly Roman Catholic country
came increasingly igto focus. The Tithe wyr (1831-6) highlighted the
resentment of Ronfan Catholics and others\at the injustice of being
obliged to pay tifhes to. support -a church bf which they were not
members. Inevitaby, the church moved towardp disestablishment, which
took place on 1 Jgnuary 1871, and ended Yoth state support for the
Church of Ireland dnd parliamentary authorjty over it. The Church of
Ireland therefore bedame responsible for its pwn governance, led by the
General Synod, with its financial “manayement carried out by a
Representative Chur€h Body. With disestabljshment, the lastagmnant of
tithes™were abelishel, and the ghurch’s repgksensefionTa the se of
:[",ords a, Westmin’ % _‘a’I?so ces 02 A y

| J of Eng11
3 Ireland At the samet T

&_(seljﬁ\){ed by

gland nd
hops from Ire hnd
fouse Q Lorgh at

We Ltn p§ and twent four b1 hops from
the hurch. ritish Governmen{ proposed
the L rchblshoi_s_ and bighops who
owérsaw th¢ Anglic: R, py iy . total\ 3\ by

he use of parls nes.

| Vet to have wide
\. repétcusé bng for the A nglé Cor T :"f }
'._ | i .I' ! ‘ { Unh i
L “As t c official estalflishg d c ulrch tl‘ﬂe Church of Irelang was fu (ded
partlall by tithes i posd }U;n, al Ipsh subjdcts  of] /the (; own.
rrespec ive of the fadt thaf adheL t4 of|the ghurch w re nevef more
han a skall mingr "'o e 7001k Jac :
p Ui wl' 0 pay for'is upkeep. Follov
armed resiMance Wa

amalfgamat : o sees afid usm “the“reve
i the Qxférd=Npv

licy. Nevertheless, peag
<as in the "Tithe War™s
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replaced with a lower levy calfgd#fhe tithe rentcharge. The last remnant
of the tithes was not abolished Mt} disestablishment in 1871.

“The Irish Church Act 186# (which Yook effect in 1871) finally ended
the role of the Church offIreland as styte church. This terminated both
state support and parliaghent's role in its\governance, but also took into
government ownershipf much church property. At the establishment of
the state Church, noompensation was givgn to Catholic clergy by the
state who suffered loss by the seizure oX Church property; at its
disestablishment, gompensation was provided Yo clergy by the state. On
both occasions, pafishes faced great difficulty i local financing after the
loss of rent-generating lands and buildings. The Church of Ireland made
provision in 1870 f§r its-own government, lefl by a General Synod, and
with financial manadement by a Representatife Church Body. '

One result of disestablisifnent was the setting§up of new digegsan and
parochial Structrresb sed ¢p a demogratic parligigbntapyModel” At thYparish
level the basuz‘ layer of dygh ﬁatlo the Gehe estry lig .~ This lis was
first; madel /Ca) 1ckmacrss in A \seventeen nameg/are\listed. J ames
Ambersley, : er~fsaac (lasby, hn
Hurdt Joht hcDona{d, Clemg
Neié,on Hel nder ite, He ry
Wlthermgt R f hAVANg- signed 870 thoygh
othets soon J01ne gthem. In*py > afe, the f'fuhdlng fhers of the nepvly
organ\sed post-dispstablishnpe ‘n D Reatihﬂg Desk fn the ghurch the
gift of the 1tl’ier1 e il ,,,“ ‘ ' ,
ke

[hgmas Shaw Alex

\ \
As mentigned in t e quotat1n|V \Qh r

gencgpousApmp sup ‘

_ ‘ reland cl. gy werg offered a
{ by the sthte a\ t tme;

‘ tabhshm t. The magoify of

the clergy ﬂla nof I eep thig mdne but sel essly put it injo a

4 which the clekgy
wuld be ald in} the fu re. T {f th basis o the funds ]ter
ad 1n1stere b 3 odys= d Was ithe

to f Robifson under the egc;yt of |the :Com ssmner Cof C urch
Tempfalltles Irelang unf er;, chéghle I, it f Arghbishopg, Blshes and
Incu ents co n 1 ‘B A 4 B try No. 9 '] arrlck §aCTOSS

'
&r there is no

_ . 1tk \
2) ng put this considé ble sum ipfd the capital fund. &$ stated

Roblnso
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by my source for this: 'It would appeps #ht due to being of advanced years, Dr
Robinson retained his Annuity arisi#8 ¥om the Commutation." Dr Robinson
was thus one of the very few clergy’ whoNcept the money for himself (as was
his right to do) rather than offerigf it for th¢ greater good of the church. It is
sad to have to admit that there wgre clergy lik this in the Church at this crucial
time but Dr Robinson's fina)/actions in this\matter were in line with his
treatment of the parish over gffifty year period.

Canon Cecil Mills pointsfout that over a-period oX, years the writer Brendan
MacWilliams, in his regylar column in the 'Trish Timjes' newspaper mentioned
Dr. Robinson on a number of occasions referring to pcientific experiments he
had conducted in Carrickmacross. This' would seegh to mitigate against the
contention that Dr. Robinjon was largely an absentge Rector. However, given
the fact that he did not occlpy the Rectory, as far-ag we can find, that he rarely
signed the Preachers Boolgs and virtually nevergppears in the Baptism or
Burial registers does seem € point to a lack of reghlar involvementggven if he
was vety Thuetrrimwglved 1}1 the_/b' cer develghmepes™WitIC f0ON place
elsewhére. i3 ™ j A \

\
Aft¢1‘ Dr R Vomdeatheinh88-hisdasttirs , =R RlCh dGalb hith
rathér than collate, in other word g 'f' the fist Rector{to be ap o1nte to
the! l?ansh fief™isestablishiil / d |.gn‘ odyttion of t W emocr tic
systems introducey w1th thg - 0 erR C\B. for ffhe running of the
churc\h Ing b ad of peing “colla o hop, the Bisho from,now onfhad
to share th Iproces s with clerg % d g esé" nd laity from the [dioC e and
the parishA demdcratically|eldctgd “Board ofsNbminators? made gp of these
elected clg gy and alty nom ha ¢d teq cho the Bishop who had the final

\‘

"'\

Af] er the d1sastr s disinte @st” E -l)bmson osen by B1shps
frdm among th’ fr Gronies ar foy M '—"'W |, orfinancial gaip the people of| fhe
parjsh and fedioceke could now ¢ ajm to > a $ay in the appe mg of fheir
lears The\ contras mg bdckgro Oun 'tylb:lp niinistry fand intg nests Qf Dr.
Robiyson andihis sucdessor ould h@mgﬂly haye fllustratedfthe out fome of fhese
changgs moré-learly. \ | J.'lf’l % ol : / /

[ koo
« : - /
/

saprodu tof? it Col !s Dublif as was i
A. (with a Jogior Moderators 1151 Maths whid} \‘
¢ scholar), and gained his Divinj#f Testemoniuny: \\

wasd ,p 1S u _
was a professional qualificationNg theologyAvhich was newly ke ced to
make sure that all clergy had a high $tagdefd of education in Theology. Prior to
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this Bishop's could theoretically coll§#e#hyone to a parish even someone with
no theological education whatsoever®¥WR¢ Galbraith gained his M.A. In 1869.
He had been ordained a deacon in 1#56 at was priested in 1857 while serving
as a Curates Assistant in Cork. Bfom CorR\he went as a Church Missionary
Society Missionary to India ang/became the\Principal of the Robert Mooney
Institute, at Bombay from 185§to 1865

Mr. Galbraith then returnefl to Ireland and was\made Curate's Assistant of
Ballymoyer in Armagh Djocese from which he moyed to Drumachose before
becoming Curate's Assisfant of Carrickmacross in 1869. On the death of Dr.
Robinson in 1882 he wad elected Rector but things obviously did not work out.

He resigned on the 19" April 1883 and:-became a Mllonary in Northern Texas
where he remained until 1§93, ‘

We do not know the regson for Mr. Galbralt s departure but generally
speaking it is not easy for@ Curate's Assistant to yecome Rector g&the same
parish. Pedptes-uttitndes td, an Assisfant and a_REctopTe differen d the
leadership a Rector hash Zow 1s}S d1ffere>u‘, #n the way . an A}, {stant

must fit in wfths, hlgher uthorlt .as thls at the tj f\: Chur‘_ of
Ireland waf de O the i demoeratie=qrrangeinents ‘Wwith
nominators Diocegan Synods more erful Select Vestrigs and 0 on angl it
was' not epsy for} everyone to a these changes.{ But pgrhaps |Mr.
Galbralths Hepiure was fpr ottt fdds0r Bas been Qb { that opce
people go ‘away t | serve asymisSionarfes ey it very ard to, settle bck
into the ted\lgm of brdinary parighl life/ So one, ﬂas commdnted tlj-‘at retughing

missionarifs often fseem to | - out dlég tisfied with the rdlative lack
of challenge in théfr home Clﬂil J #ithie reason itlmust hdve seemed
like a seper set-fack thatl|la | ckmacros§, whichy probably
regagaedifself as g very im ortany b Yish; |time, wou, d ﬁndt R ctor
wh m they/had .c a big partin

Hwever '11,here ay have been \ or-reasan “The Surn .\ of the Sh
Pap ers”“’“r dnts - i ? ﬁ ! j
\ | “Conskrvative\ and andl'rd I|1rt1terésts mgde effprts to énsure fthat
| 'Protest ts (thay is Cljurc og|ﬂyelana@fs[d1s_ inct ffom Preg yterla { and
Roman atholic), did|| it aﬂg the L d L'agu A nev Jpaper”eport
aIedS} uary (1§8£7), T
(i0) Galbraith, G urch feland ¢ dn of Ca ' ek arq
“er which heNgad sent-te-teeat 'ingA caguers, c“n t“" !
objectives. Thisreceived the appfoval of all at tf W cet ng
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If this Rev P. Galbraith is in fact the & Richard Galbraith then he obviously
had very strong political opinions#aRfl was not afraid to influence his
parishioners towards his way of thifking \which would hardly have made him
very acceptable to the rest of th€ commuyity. He was attempting to swim
against a very strong current of political change which made itself very clear in
a by-election in 1833 and subgequent election\which went totally against the
landlords and their suppopfers. Whatever th§ reason it was something
significant which must havg made the Texas of thd, 1880's look more attractive
than Co. Monaghan.

Mr. Galbraith was also spmething of a pamphleteer gnd protagonist on behalf
of the Church of Ireland. His works may not fill as mainy shelves as those of his
predecessor and his intdrests. were somewhat nfarrower but in 1876 he
published a Pamphlet “AnfAntidote to Plymouth Biethren”and also “Blow the
Trumpet” another pamphlet against "TheBrethref." Mr. Galbraith obviously
had the Brethren movemend firmly in his sights. It had formed as a Jaw-church
break away from hur¢h of Irelja d and appe d to A part Cular s and of

devotlon w1thrn the chut® | { times g away by e a few pag bers
By G ¥ \

he-tk or-CanorfiMoffe t, Wrote
4" at Kerrville, Texas, ¥.S.A., my
/-\ passed to his rest. Evdn after he
upm\ fTas8es inthls Te- ohold is
nce: | Rha Eh 'won a nilar place m the
ntl ountk'y will apear from affew
é‘mt e OCAf aper of K errvilléf * N8 man
ues of the) Christian feligion better than
S n] : Ve d [it, and so his life} became a
od. After tlt i9'1s hak oufts ... The light of hidbemytiful

~patver for gg

hfe s'flone aH the light=shines mr / afid 01selessl He dld\ not sound
his ’trump before hifi-ag 1 ri dof' There af¢ thmgs ile d1d nd
glfts he 1Add that no pne t{u 6d -k  abput.”” Y J
1 f ! ‘. 7 H b I.‘ i

Lea) 1ng asNle the \journalists shht, misq otation off Scrip Ife and the
implication th t Mr. qalbra ‘nh had’ .{eﬂ;t his d%dlppe behigfd him i Irelan " Mr.
Galbriith seenls to havg had | a bgt gvelatl ship ith tfie widey, ommyj lity in
Texas han hey d1n Ca c um. ‘ / /

After ) \‘ |
instigyted to the ‘ hin\Mafftt of
Merville4:
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house in 1864 and was awarded higBA. (with a Senior Moderatorship in
Classics) in 1865. He was a teacher, ¥t &time in Portora School in Enniskillen
and then as Headmaster of Foyle Col ege Rlthough he was ordained during this
time. He was instituted as Rector/of Carrickmacross in 1883 and served here
until 1914. As well as being Rgfctor he was glso made the Chancellor of the
diocese in 1904. He never mayried and died at\the Glebe House at Derryolam
in Carrickmacross on the 2 February 19'1-4;_ aded 69. He was interested in
local history and publishgd “A List of the Pupils of Visct. Weymouth's
Grammar School, who eftered T.C.D. from 170§-1909, with Notes, &c.”
published by Tempest Pr¢ss in Dundalk in 1911.

Canon Moffett presentedy the ‘current graveyard kngwn as God's Acre to the
parish as by that stage thefe was little space left fof new graves in Magheross
Churchyard. Canon Moffeyt had apparently bought some land at Drummond
Otra in a beautiful, if rathegsteeply sloped-locatiomypverlooking Lisanisk Lake.
On the 5" of April 1892 gart of this land, to be known as God's, cre, was
conveyed to-thePrugtees (of the - ch of Irglhnd, ATT™RCB., ahd was
consecrated gs a bur1al olnd by "‘hop o%\ 0 .' er on fhe. 22““l }x May
1894 4 \ \.\ \

N

_ { _ A
In 1'1 s anny 1 repofft to the Parish frogfithe 10™ May 1894 Chance Ior MQ fett
wrltés 1 : , | :
i ‘. “ TiuedTNd to repea o

i i |
| ‘ SULBES N ich | madgraTsk o1 time 4go
1y in"{[he Chuch — thatytheft

: vard b ‘kﬁqw’n among us as God‘s Afre.
\\_ _ ?\iold fashioned, pu hcon onk ‘néme will f at oncg/ d1st1n ish
" thi \, place from othdt .‘\\ \gro ds| ﬁf the nelghourﬁob artd also
se Ve as d perpetual| refdylder) to s i‘the departed members of the
Bpdy of Christ are hl w1t uf in-ghe Communion of Baints and
~hat their; Bodies, no lﬂess thigh Jtheﬂ‘ SOUs, are in th hands ob-aay 'till
the/Dayb bak and esha $ﬂb AWay.Ly . \\
! r i |
The Mordvlan’ hyrch, W1h rch| of Irelgnd 1s now in full
con mumo whds always caljed t (a3 syard's 'Gottes AtkererGod's Al
Orig 1na11y om whit would 1 I '. 1 Ozech Repyblic MIfaV1ans ad
sepatated fro R the Rgman ( athho}(ghurcl-%lm[ the late 1500's, lghg befoje the
Reforfpation, ‘4nd su Wved| [despith] u{ever& jol rse utiof. Therd /are ngf other
graveyards callgd God's\Adre_ afatraf eL’n asdertdin outsigl é Mord¥ia and
other fjlates; s ere Morawan ==~. oh arle '\ ked And we sk . n’ni know
why offett saw it al\unCommontbut'81d fAshioned.. N

In contr&édg/ Dr. Robinson Cahqn Moffeti&eems to have be '\\\edibly
diligent pastor. During his time the Pagigh#produced an annual report in which
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he wrote long commentaries on the lif& #f the parish. We have a bound copy of
the 1884-1898 reports and the 1912Mn& 1913 editions to hand still. There is
enough material for another book/in -adglysing Canon Moffett's views on
church and political life. In this gfport, aloNg with financial reports and other
matters, he lists the round of wofship. There Was an 8.30am Holy Communion
service every Sunday and Holy Day. Moring Rrayer was read every morning
at 9.30am and on every Sunddy at 11.30am_ It wAs followed on the second and
fourth Sunday's by Holy C¢mmunion. There was Evening Prayer every day at
5.30pm and on Sundays atf7pm. The Litany was rea§ every Wednesday night at
8pm and was followed by a Lecture. There was Sunflay School every Sunday
at 10.15am and regular{ Bible classes and he kep} a Library from which
parishioners could borrow books every-Saturday frgim noon to 1pm. Spiritual
Counsel was offered after gvery service and by appofntment.

The 1912 Parish report which he dated June .215t ells us that there were two
hundred and seventeen €hurch members “including a few gggustomed

worshippers~fromr=sgightiouring _paris es and _komg-~Titen 5%7s O\ other
comm‘u‘hions_,vilho are alyRL seilt pracf  identitgFith us” e states there
were 53 ants at ( hrlst \at Easter and andverige of ﬁ‘_ e on
other days - NOE-MOFY.=€ !. nt-fromthose-of-2044. Som§ peopleiare

obwbusly 0 posm d h1s celebratmg Holy Commumon so oftgn, as h§ points put
Tose who doubtj the adyantage |of

1ncreased Apsp _1t1es forI] I/- (D) Pre Hely, CommppfOre=En the yfar
endlﬁg Aprll 1884 when t '-'1-' cbratjons| we f\' _ttle more} han monthly and
when we éQalarer populaa l erae wasaiﬁ g

{ 3 ‘='.-f_. | el | 2

In this req) rt he ¢hcourages |p A5 ilsge'r' ‘ e generous financfal support
and comp hins abofit new a é ns al'l'le which is going to incr pase costs.
He gemui¢nds the] men of ¢y vho visit te old apd-tXirm,
coljfect mopfey for the Schog andt F s qng;-digtribute thie Parlsh\ Maga ine
ang managed “a Hifle Classywhi o) soineyveekp in the wiihter served a god
pugpose ahlong hg young fellw _:;, e \iwn!” In comppyrison’ our Table
Tennis clubWétoday\looks ey 3 e; 7/ \ g | '

‘II' i ;"

The 1912 Repprt alsoymentipns at:,n}ajor 0 h d to b done ¢gn 1opp1 b the
very tall trees which stdod a @g i Jﬂe C The wrk was éry ex tnsive
and inf he proc s a workmpn wastng "'-‘c: ost ta , thouglf fitfls_no cd that

be ?,?"P{\,,.‘__.,_ R Ty

w \

The die; . report tells ot Ngow numbers of orshlppers ardi g but
income Tdrof pping complaining ¥hat “it is sig ply a dishonourablgipesttion for
any one to avail himself of religiobs gaffhistrations to which he contributes
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nothing.” In that year they are discufsigf getting a new clock because the old
one has not worked for many yeamfajd the Bishop and local opinion are
constantly 'remonstrating' about it. e glogmily expects it will cost over £100
and they will have to have a specifl Sale of Work to raise the money. He holds
forth for three pages of the Reglort about thdyimportance of Baptism and the
fact that the average delay betgeen birth and Byptism in the parish is 41 days.
The reason given for delay Jfe says is the time X takes for women to recover
after childbirth, but bachelgr that he is, he cannd¢ understand this quoting a
missionary to the Inuit at Fludson Bay in Canada wiere mothers think nothing
of carrying babies 150 mjles on their backs to have them baptised. He seems to
reckon Christians in Cartfjckmacross have it too soft.

Despite the somewhat schol-masterly nagging tonefof his Reports a successor,
the Rev Richard Whitehedd, speaks of Canon: Moffett as being universally
loved by his own parishiopers and the wider comynunity. Canon Cecil Mills
remembers that part of our £cripture in Magheross §chool and the djagesan
scripture eXammmetiongach fyear, was "Moffett's CafllechisafaguEstion agd
answer little book that the (Zanon had/p uced. ﬁe yAtes that be Stlll \\
remember so of the ans @rs' Pe \Catechrsm was writtdg, on the ! ‘
samg desk o ; e - tisa agnrﬁc nt
rol],—top des] uch el e, to th
parlsi;h ' -

After Canon "‘; 914 |the[R Wf’ Fhomas Sf Wart Watson vas
1nst1tﬁ\ted o\the pagish in M C A a Stiudent of TIC.D. lye arne his
B.A. (with \a Junigr Modera h;,“. fn Histo ﬁl?l Political Sciénd¢ ) 1 1386.
He was aw arded ei Divinity Jlesteigio i m/ i §7and was grdained{Deacon in
1887 by fhe Bishpp of Kilmoge' tg ‘%e ¢ fas <| rate's Assistant i§ Boho in
Cloghes/FHe was {Priested i;l SES ndI qrved as Recter of Clbgtrs rom
18 t01903' Afte 'Téntl $t[h o_’ e t Carricknjacross. Purrn his
hs-j0iRed tof Carricknjdcross in 1923 e
be ame Pr‘eben pry\of Dona aveigl Ji f E though thisfwas. combmed 1th
hlS cont1nu1 g4s Rd i i ands#ty w1fe _ nie

at Bell é Vue C rrlckm ICTOSS Bqt sadly she ghin a yep) bemg buried
Gy e laufjce/Stack. ,L L i

‘.ﬂnnv &

\ o
responsrbllrtles befkeHe came
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Co. Down and she had a son Desrn fho was ordained and was Rector of
Dromore Co. Down. Another son HelfyYoined the Malaysian Colonial Service
and died as a Japanese Prisoner of /War\Another daughter, Hester Adelaide
gained a B.A. From T.C.D. and yas the Hgadmistress of Rochelle School in
Cork, dying in retirement in 1976 in Delganyy Co. Wicklow. Canon Mills has
very helpfully commented ong#he rather confu§ing entries in Leslie's list. He
mentions that another daughfer, Nannie Jane,'_b 3rd August 1905, became
Matron of the Church of Irgland Divinity Hostel when the Rev Michael Ferrer
was 'Warden'. She held thj§ position into Canon Jolp Brown's time as Warden
in the 1960's. Nan had geared the child of her sistey, Kathleen Witherington,
who had become a vet and lived in New Zealand: '

Canon Mills recollection 1§ that Canon Watson's dayghter Nora was married to
Denis O'Dea Hanna, well Rnown as a church architect. Mr Hanna designed the
present baptistery in St. Fipbarr's in memory-of tHg Wells family. These were
connected with the firm of €olicitors in the town whych is now knowas “Wells
O'Carroll” ™ Beforg=thaf, the font was in the midd]g of the atsteTwherc Canon
Mills, was baptlsed by &g Aon Whitghead, with c- pén Stack Jthen hv 1g in
retlrement algo Prgsent). : e W on Mllls beheves ad ¢ WO son‘_ , the
first,/ Benjarfiin, Kijphedmineth bWy “rs-4yc havg no'[ed-5 \the
othef Hen died ip the Second : |

Can(bn Wat oS rlal entry in Hckagcross Burial Bgok=re ords « he
Rev \‘Thomas Wats bn, Vicarjof(Cafric ma TOSS! Y s 'buried ctober 26“‘ 137
aged: ] \Y6 N ap;s ” Hif wife Anfii wfd died ajy agﬁ

[

recorded if .Camcmacross a,p_er'
of the Parifh Regisfers. It tel}s s |

“T o attendance at *h,_/' eral _

ol 1ckma¢ss Rect 1ht H’arti'?w lmost a q arter__ £ Ce) tury

[ was fepres tative o epr cssiongly commercial arfg pubho life ofithe

town and ithe surro ndl

“‘Cano Watso had ‘co p d:d hlS%SQ[h ear iff the 1stryf [ the

Church of Ireland. @w s @éﬂdeﬁ off C rriclf and Dystrict OJd Age
Comnyjtfee, F—ef istrict J b,lee-l ursing

\\\
v . Dr. J. Mac W
by the Rev. &amdh
onnor (Magheracloone).

(Magheracloone) and ProfessomQ#
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The report then goes on to list theMhdmbers of his family and other close
mourners, followed by a list of pe cl gy of the Diocese who attended,
followed by a paragraph listing fhe 'generyl public' who attended including
Major Shirley and the Right Rey! Monseignety McKeown, P.P., H.R. Meacock
the Headmaster of the Grammgh School, the sta¥{ and pupils of the Grammar.

The Rev. Thomas Henry Rgfyse had been the last fyll curate in Carrickmacross
between 1881 and 1883/and was not replaced. \However, in 1923 Lucas
William Henry Dickson fho had been ordained in the Church of England was
made headmaster of thg Weymouth Grammar School and assisted Canon
Watson as part-time curatg until he moved to Durhanyin 1926.

The Rev George William Ajllen Howard who came fo Carrickmacross as Rector
in 1937 was a native of Cogkstown and was educatgd at St. Catherine's College
in Cambridge which he edtered in 1909. He wa§ made Deacon g 1912 in
Armagh’andPrrestedhin 19 (4. Having sg; ‘ed variQis cypeCiesTand havihg been
a Chaplain dunng the Fin World Wit he\was Reét #f Donagh before é ing
to Camckm Fros Inmske and \q 1937 He retired o \ three Kears
later in 194 and d bd ) ety 9 year) i)

20 E-wasBorn( p}*‘ ‘w'i'- oscrea, | GO perary' nd
servéd n the First ¢{World Ws 1t the Ro 1 Bablin Fusilidfs. He was injyred
y

and n\vah;é{l out ¢f the Arny P91 yeairs later -_ was n;ade Défcon
and in 192 |was o ‘_'n ained Priesgdle/st rte i ul istry as (uraté's Ass? Ant in

Clones a a serveq in eight| pacighes uas ( Hor Rector} before jcoming to
af Il onaghmoyne wag added to
Carrjekmicross 1n 1953. Mrll V] =‘ ‘ d ré difed until his § etlreme 11N 959
hay ng beerf made A 1 i " 058, After rerement\he livel in
Dyblin and died'¢ THis/ Dubhn in 1 8.
In Canon'Cecﬂ
dugy ng Cans :
hav' g happ ed n

LiVi stone
Ardragh

We p s qulck overt . Bertrgp
betor fro 1959 tQ

were af [dedi

:!' 'f A
céﬂl@’eleri%
Bt
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The Incumbency of the parish remairfedéfacant from 1984 to 1987 and because
of the decline in the number of parisifoRers it seemed unlikely that the Parish
would again be in a financial conditjOn to Yupport a full time minister. The Rev
Henry Hubert Boyland was made/Bishop's*Curate in 1987 and under his care
by 1990 matters had improved/to the pointwhere he was made Rector. He
remained as Rector until his rglirement in 1998, He was followed by the Rev
John Leslie Sutcliffe who wgh in Carrickmacrosy from 1994 to 2001 and who
in turn was succeeded by ghe Rev David Cole, Rector from 2001 until his
retirement in 2006. The cyfrent Rector is the Rev Rdpert George Kingston who
was instituted to the Parigh in April 2007.

The Present Byiilding

Viewed from the main square of Carrickmacross St Finbarr's Church sits at its
southern end in an elevatedyposition. Behind the clturch the ground falls away
steeply te~the Proules Rivepand the Convent, on the site of the LSty sits on
the slqpe : \, // / \ \ Y \\\ |

There isa h Vy dgcorative® fen(;e/o the ndxth_ang h1h starie and hme mdyrtar
wald;elsew ere surfounding the groun s around the church] As it Was bull on
roclq there fis littlgj space for grav
shallow T ereqard headstope &\ apon W1111‘ Lhor psons or
Thon*pson) m'Iy o the Rev.
Barb%\ra M\lrant t a Mrs I
Evatt;" jusfio. thd west of
commemoy iltmg h m inside]|
estates duf hg the 800's.

ﬂ elaborate monument to J.
o1y | is also men{ aleiblet
¥as| a land agent to pne of the

De 1te ehan bs made Athe building] is mﬁ\ “of a ery
sin ple shape, thefanly exte tal ,e bl lish nt beihg the sefhi- cucul?r cha cel
angl ‘the squlaxe tgwer. This E to : ﬂ éga t stone ptaeple w1th a liftle
degoration; 3 the topy, but no cros Oh t’de ptlevel of the fower fhe re are fpur
maf hmg clck facdg. The Orlg'.a. lock‘wio kings are fone angd/have heen
repl c;_ed by ay electrdpic mdvemient WlJnch |IS cbnt olled fom a cg tral loc tion

preser 21 in 1995 by thy Ty X PN _ Y
i, Jw previous thoveraeht for overjforty’ years. M }
'” land jewelleryNqusiness on the Mgéh Street for .\

y'ahd John followed™im into the byéiness.

The roof of the church was re-slated in989 by the generosity of the family of
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John Richard Townshend and was d¢sidded on the 8" October in that year by
the Bishop of Clogher. John Tonws#em¥ is buried in God's Acre Graveyard
where there is a headstone to his me# ory

In 1854 the Vestry Room, to th¢ south east §f the church, was added by the
eminent Belfast architect Joseph Welland. It wag built in a very confined space
which limits its usefulness byf it features a shoul8ered doorway which was this
architects signature and angfelegant chimney for the underground piped-water
heating system installed af that time. A few years Before, in 1845, Welland is
believed to have producgd unsigned drawings for & Gallery which seems to
have been constructed at'that time, but which, of courge, was later demolished.
Entrance to the church is through one of the two dogrs at the base of the tower
(which were donated, alo\g with the re-slating, iy Mrs May Townshend in
memory of her husband John Richard Townshend§n 1989) or the door of the
Vestry Room which is in memory of Mr Frank CQoper. Between flag entry in
the tower basetirerenis a fwinging sef of doors _pver wiite rThcre i\a War
memomal Th{ commet Qates Richa ell, Tlhq W€ Howellx, enry\R gburn

/ W a son")\who werg’killgd in the First
vopel-and-Hardy Wa hero Benjaan)

ey Bring d to the dast
aice} is to the squth
e noh’h end. This was,proba to
dl&f‘ cult grourd, thou th po 551b1y

and the naVe runnihg east t A..
and then V! ‘runs ‘Jouth to thi -
do with th; shapeI bf the origingfhs
also to g1 e the ch

town markget squafe. The ahu. it ¢ ibingly god aided
per Pionge the se i-circular ha '\ Ty
: { | 3 y
/ \
g_an interestifg overhéad desjgn
an a coldi dra '; atmos her Jo ted|by the ¢xd 1lent'under fat

fea re of th de51gn is the two vierti a]¢ uprﬁgh which whfich add d streng to
the r§ok and Allow foka grep ter paﬁuyhat tg single upright “Ki opost' dgign.
In this church the mak crE He f’has tehsions which sitfon supgforting
§ oreih 2V 5 o elh in/what is f tually quite a
ano&h r\ Book % ften tgf explam Immcws in
igbers, but—we

low bl

orig' ;';;,
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the 1780's.'% :

There is no choir as such, though jhere &e some pews, opposite the reading
desk, which are set at right anglg§ to thosd, in the main body of the church.
These have served as choir pegfs in the pagt. The original box pews were
replaced by bench pews in thg/mid 1800's and\are placed on raised platforms
which run the full length offeach side and acrofs the front. The floor of the
chancel is raised by anofher two ‘steps providing kneeling room at the
Communion rail which s across the mouth of the chancel. The pulpit is at
the south east corner, jugt inside the door to the Vedtry room and the Organ,
built, as noted in more dgtail elsewhere, according tqf its name plate by Henry
Willis of London is on thg opposite side to'the pulpjt. It is a small instrument
with one manual and peda{s and with six sets of stoyfs. It was gift from General
Porter and, according to ndges that were provided-af the rededication service of
the organ on Friday 9™ Sepgember 1955, it was firsferected in the West Gallery
by Messers. Telford & Telford of Dublin betweenySeptember 186 Jmand April

1862. In [897thega gry as taken down and in May € Toff0Wing Jgar the
organ was rederected i resent/ p on At tRgAme the i strume\tn was
cleaned and X allets res Jeathe \c¢ober \1917 the, eee:rs werg re-
leathered anfl in Jjne=tOa8-itheofaan-ave srrecl=re v ;i and tyining slides

weré fitted fonto the metal pipes. Du the war years off 1939 to 1945 the
July 11th and | ugust 6™ 1955

1nstﬂument was ngglected and befiveet
renovatlon ¢ oqnried out NeanstifRpER tessers R "2 tes & Sn
Ltd: \Sf Dubhn At g

\ \

The séi‘vic :léa"iﬂet'; ooes on o) sp aliclanges wer¢ made gxcSPt for a
slight loudkning of the Bou qiﬁ"u h ¥pen Diapaspn piped. One new
pipe was prowde for the kr e pf the| fiffeenth; all the pallet§ were re-
leathered new IVO ies were [prowde It ual and th e pedal* oaTTh Was
re- Velled/ In ad ion to the-¢l { ion of the organ\an eletrlc
bl\yer wa instalfet], the giff; '
Thg 'organ' Pas’tracker actigr : 'TIat and norj-radiatiglg p d# board 'he
sevén draw-Atop knol s are placd h:ruzon&aﬂ ahove th¢ manua ~The w iter
comiyents thay: | ' / /

\ ", “The ‘deneral &ffect| pf, thelbtgan ‘. al j'ays g easmg l';ut th(; ecent

i¢verberation erlod W ; ) 11 organ” e f
gnd tilliantly clear. Wge renovation of #he organ was
5st.,0f £130, and the Pagishioners df Carrickmacross ‘¢ " Justly

106 Analysis and Drawings Shed Light on Trusses. Robert Foley, Becket, Mass. 2006
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proud of a fine instrument pMdh is completely adequate for all the
demands of Sunday and Spe Bl gervices”

We have tried without success to get furthe information about the mysterious
origins of this organ. ! ;

ORZAN SPECIFICATIONS

Manual cophpass: CC-F /. {4 Notes
Pedal copdpass: CCC F -7 38 Notes
GREAT ORGAN ‘ &5 @
1. Stopped Diapasd - Wopd 8ft
2. Open Diapason § ° e /Mgtal 8ft
3. Dulciana (Bass dgrived) ' - Metal 8ft
4. Harmonic Flute ] <. Wletal 8ft
5. Fifteenth - fetal 2ft
PEDAL ORGAN A ;
; G,
6. ~Bourder ‘ _ : /00 = 16 \

7 Grea_,t"io Pedal ™ / )/

W2 }

Cambn Mills recally: “T remember v
Trevor Whitgheay, jthe Rect¢Tsy
was & serlol\lsly goWd organisw
The tablet 'pn“t‘he ;walls are f|
the large Hbtates injthe area. ¢
teacher i Donagh moyne, wis Jit
chur PWAS closed |

b edals ; !

{1
'J

'A enry, at one tlme e prlmary
—inbarr's when Do aghmoyne

\‘

V/a A \
D Dav1d Lawre b ieYes ng present-window fra e_s were placed in
thd older opéninls \in the 1 ~Ebyr-of, thd windows hgve s1mplé coloufed
pat{erns 1n_‘_ 458 and, three hyy ' Nariqus Biblg scentes’The mi le
window on the east i ‘ S, he of {hq 00d Shepherd, thg bther 0 f the
Parable of the Good\ \Samgritan] L-}a, belic éq th_s wagf made Py the Ames

Powe and So 1S studl \Of q)_nd‘nﬂr’1860ﬂ, is Windofv and the' one q hosite

IL'.’llla Thompso LLD ‘1§ years

Curate  Rarish”. Th, furthet windoW o, the edst is sigrfedhbry [
Clarkg _‘;of Dublin 1 19§7. sgain-iete g two pans“ ct
Feeds frive Thousandh He does not beljéve this was a |

Clarke hftself. To quote:

107 Lawrence. Dr David. The Diocese oflogher Stained-Glass Windows 2009
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In 1930, six months befor¢dd death, Harry Clarke set up Clarke
Studios and it continued opdgfitR¥e until 1973. Although the intention
was that it would continug’ in-th¢ Clarke tradition, the firm's work
seldom had the originaligy or insp¥ation of the artist from whom it
took its name. An eyample of th§ firm's work can be seen at
Carrickmacross: it is ¢Blourful but formylaic.”

He might also have added tfat it is spoiled by being made with a heavy, rather
dark glass and having beeh placed being on the notthern side of the church in
the shade of the large Cogivent School building, This \Window was presented by
the family of the Rev. Canon Thomas Stewart Watso B.A. in memory of him
and his wife Anna Clarke Watson.

On the opposite side of th§ church there is anothef illustrative window in the
centre depicting the Sowgr and Christ blessingychildren. This window is
typically sentimental Victofian in its impact bem also of Powell dgsign and
manufac’fur —

4 / AN
Over t'he cen TS [ \ze been presented to b e chure for
usemwor : ot ' emsaenabnk
Vaq'lt The |  is be eved to}be

Flo’rlentine; flesign nd was presented’ta the church by the §
like ‘to think #3011 is medigval)g 4 aONTE esting story
unfoirtunately it is proken ar1 /: an 0r 6 clusive tafbe repalred Apart
from \(he d %ghtfu little challicg ! d .Q the iKev Andr¢w Moptome in
the early 1 century all thejo _& x{s are eléfl ely modg¢rmn bt ihostseful
for their i rposes fas flagons, " husidr nd chalices. There
are also typ pix béxes for the % ulmm :. . One of these wds given in

qf Uh anon Cegil M1_lls; ReThor of
J Iold' his fathgr was'lsc\ hardware
i \born in 1898, dnd

b !
oy i i
! 1

mind us hose who' gave them
unk wn d) haV COFltl‘ll uted fo makiy s this ¢hurch
i hlch fuc:) th 1, to vonder j f id to adore.

Shirley Family. e
dttrehed to it put

K1 riey 1n/ ﬁubli | Diocess who o

after the sale of Derryolam Glebe Which h#d housed Rectors and Vicars back
into the Middle Ages. Derryolam, from'the Irish 'Doire Foghlain' meaning the
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'Grove of Learning' points to an anci¢atépnnection with teaching perhaps even
in Celtic times. There have been aMfuliber of houses built on this site the
present one being a four storey rgdl-brick building which is now protected
structure No. 41300361 in the unty dnaghan Development Plan 2007-
2013. -

Derryolam seems to have bgn associated with \he Church as a Glebe going
right back into medieval tignes. It is'recorded-tha{ the Glebe was granted by
James 1 to Bishop Montgomery in the 1620, being one of the townlands of
Magheross. The fact thatfit is already known as the Gjebe suggests it has borne
this title going back into thistory. Canon Boyle was living in the Glebe when he
was arrested with the othdy settlers in 1641."

We have already noted thit according to a stoneftablet found in the 1800's
Rector Andrew Montgomeywy had rebuilt the Rectoty in 1680, the year after he
became Rector and how acdording to Shirley'®
It appearsby a Tefyier in eglstry of the Bjsfiopot og & dated
'/ Sep. 20 1771 hay/ the Gle Ause of MwgHt Ross was built Jp the
A 6% : atched‘w1th strgw, ahd in 1726 an
' acre "‘..‘38 perdhes

is not clé ar
e fhe ReV homas St. Ler
xteeﬂ ‘of the tenantg listedf for
n other brds “Dr. Romson
ng in Armdgh and working in

be lands ds well a§ receiving

\‘

"'\

qse. There a
in‘deFattic sche.
. /Beforgf the
was by[a long laife from fn' front/¢ff the

@1 ul Imary a few pundredfyards

108 Some Account of Farney. Shirley
109 Griffiths Primary Valuation Name Index - 1861
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Development Plan 2007-2013. Thep #§ also a Ringfort (Rath or Cashel)
designated in the same townland as 0871 %96/1 MO031-030. These are probably
ancient inhabited sites though defeng Ave raxper than ecclesiastical.

Canon Boyle and Mr Montgomgry are documented as having farmed the land
and perhaps other Rector's did£00, though no dgubt many just ented it out. The
last person to keep animals £n the Glebe is sal§ to have been Canon Bertie
Livingstone who had some gattle and, some say, pigs!

Despite all it's convolutfd history; for generations\of Rectory families and
especially for their childfen, Derryolam Glebe was aj wonderful family home.
Canon Cecil Mills writing in February-2011 tells of how “Just a few weeks'
ago I met Mona Whitehedd's nephew, who updated me on all sorts of things,
but mainly his own enjoy nt of the train sets-of hig cousins on the top floor of
the Rectory!” -

For variouSTeasensthg Selfet Vestry came to the ddcisigaAn tire 070"s¥hat the
upkeep’ of the house wa béyond t ¢ ns of the\pafish so the demsﬂa was
taken to sell . I ‘ oger and Sons Archlt ts a \thelr 0 ices

Gnaveyar :

There havg \be.en 3 .

cigted with the two Sp-<Rinbarr's
Churches '{/er theI 74 =

Maghe :oss ; .

Thif is the '/gt”awefI rd surropnding’ ghe lorigmalSt. Finbarr's) Chureh, It wak in
us¢ from ancientfa bly pre4Chiisti itil the late 180P's.
Thipse buried' thefe include ‘r “tyog Romiay ic Bighdp's of Cloghed as
wl' as re Qried : !" . all; Ogs artlcuj ly
inteyesting s quence) is tha}'in fgrave 1 00022 "°J'Hic jagent exppiac

omno Cathohel piscopi Elogherghsis obijt die

IR S" 00%3 'Hei inte édyb/dy of
L i s

A in 32 ear ofr is age

3tia TlS 18 \
Franc1 Dobb of Carrick;

al d" MRS 0002% ¢ e interrdd The E& John
Camp y I‘f icar of thi} [ ¥ dau of Feb. n qg@' hed 68
yeary, J _

110 O Meardin, P., ‘The inscriptions of Ma¥hg
1(1963)

#Ss cemetery’, in Clogher Record, vol 5, no.
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St. Finbarr's

After the building of the new St. FjfibaXs in the late 1700's the majority of
parishioners seem to have continyéd to by in Magheross. In the course of
time a number of people were bfried besiddthe new church. There are some
headstones and an enclosure bt there is alsd evidence of unmarked graves.
The practice soon ended presymably because of the shallow soil in the church
site.

Bully's Acre

This was the pauper's draveyard for Camckmacro 5 and the area in which
those who died in the thouse were buried. It is Igcated at the beginning of
the Crossmaglenn Road afithe far end of Farney Stregt from St. Finbarr's. There
was, apparently, a lane thay ran from the Workhousg at Derrryolam up the back
of Gallows Hill to Cloughvalley and down t¢ Bully's Acre completely
bypassing the town in orger that the citizenry wpuld not have to view the
bodies bemg.bropght for b ial We know that Padyaig Da Betn-Ne blind
harpist /and a, fh'émbe f Chur/é ; ‘Irelanhk thofich not\erhaps\ pf the

parlsh was b Acre s.a heads one to hjrh Nere and {
ma)_fhaveb. o e parish MisiedAhere as wéll. |
/] :
Carrig |
As EN/Iagher i-of familiegrespe cially frm

sh sq buriéd in Carriclfni chm in wh is
now r‘egard d as t Presbytrl : 5 Thosie“who burfed the}"e may/fave
long ass01at1"0ns ith the | gfen tho gh’" hey had noved | how¢ into
Carrickmal ross B t again eentto have be n 1arge enough to
allow evegyone bu ial. \

Gg d sAcre -'-\

Bd ause ofthe r‘ Ssure of sps 'ce" '_ noted how 1n he

18 ()’s Cdon enjamin Mo i rdedt 1 pl' t on h1s angs at Drummdnd
a for a ew grayeyard for : iot -‘ i is the fgravey d whidlf is

cu ntly in yse by e par ' o n single plot grave w h a

stoné that ma ches t

) in thg churc is a sw table
tributé to one f the '

ey served he parl and

111 www.carrickmacross.clogher. anglicaorg
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Schools

The Viscount Weymoutly Gratymar School

We have already noted the begighings of this\school in the 1680's and of how,
though a totally separate instityfion, from time ¥ time it impinged on the life of
the parish. Having a Grammgr school 'was-of olvious benefit not only to the
young men of the town but o the town itself 1n myking it well known to those
pupils from outlying areag’ who attended it. It wold also have enhanced the
standing of the parish ang the local clergy who would have been visitors, and,
at times, teachers in the sthool.

The history of the school Ras been fully dealt with by Michael Quane.'* Quane
was a civil servant in thd Department of Educatjon who wrote many short
books and articles on historical schools in Irkland. The article on the
Weymouth School is out ofgrint but is available o\www.jstor.com. ,

hidentl. 2d# John C rle113 \
0 igins, \Who wag” adfive in’'Cos.
nd. Monaghan=in-the ate IOS and the

The archltect who builtMye 2 g:/flool h;{
et p0551b 1 b
\A o /

urle
p Vlded ans fora ok k of the bui ding 1n 698 Lord
jeymoutl] who hadl waritefl h1 et to find 'sgme goo§ architect

~ffom Dupfin' to degign\aj} 1ré schoolhguse, way.deious
aBg'a’ﬁf the ghoice ofLurle” ) ald -ﬂl s ‘ isht you Had given me s§me
account (ffthi X d to what buildihgs

hehas rt'

fakes to build by fhe
gr‘--’ 9

swere capgied

/
/

As w'*-,lhave pted frdy
Headmaster of {he schod
the pal W there
wouldpt te to worshii\in the'eh

tig e..t ' é clq?gy sel‘ved U teachy x/s or ) en as
artd- WU § tadeh payt iyf the life qnd w0h1p of
Xere ,5" Aumbers of bogrders in ghe

112 Quane, IH ael. The Viscount Weysgouth Gragafhar School Carrickmads®88"Tournal of
the Royal Society of Antiquities of Ireldnd, M8l 86.1 (1956) pp. 27-51

113 Dictionary of Irish Architects 1720-1940 ht ttp://www.dia.ie/architects/view/1380
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for good and otherwise, with the pari§ #the minds of some ex-pupils.

The fortunes of the school varied frgm tin¥¢ to time. They were at a low ebb at
the time of Lewis's TopographicalSurvey. TRe surveyors note that:
“A free grammar school yfas founded Nere by Lord Weymouth in 1711,
and endowed with £670/per annum: it hdg been disused for some years,
but the school-house/is being rebullt b the Marquess of Bath, a
descendant of the fo der /

Another connection, if it{can be called that, between the school and the church
is the alleged sporting dctivity mentioned in a nunjber of sources whereby
pupils tried to hurl stones, from the grounds of the sghool over the roofs of the
intervening properties to hit the clock face.

Between 1910 and 1912 ¢under the direct. of $he architect John Francis

McGahon alterations were ¢hade to the west wing df the school as wal] as other
renovation3 betmermegrtak ¢ ]Becaljs falling puipil nuBershe schol was
closed i in 1955 N N E

Magher ésSchool Y /

ThlSJ prlma 5 schol was prov1ded for ghe Protestant childrep of th area by the
Shmley Estate in 1872. It celebratgd M centenary on thq 4th March 19f2.
Althpughte ehodl was newve /,'uw gt parish ahdwas hot just for
Chul\ch of'! Ireland thildren i H/ 3-clgsetelationship wi the parlsh afjd a
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and whén the sghool wis a -'- mated-with-iKing coy t in the I990‘sr o form
the Cal Ceﬂfr 3l School reven}e d Esty e ise. ”"
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Past g the school inclwded Miss Mary C goper who dlek i anese
pr1son 'f,,',wr camp when nuxging Canon M. Cecil Mills w isigseRdr of

Killiney Parish in Dublin Diocesty Capefi Robert Breaden who serves in
Portrae on the Isle of Skye as a priest of the Church of Scotland.
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Among the teachers we have found Mfrigen evidence for a Mrs A.G. Caswell
who retired in 1972 at about the sgfhe titke as the centenary celebrations and
who had been there for over 25 yars. She\was replaced by Mrs R.H. Whyte
from Co. Longford. Previously #here were Myss Murray, Mr. R. Taylor, Miss
Rivers, Mr. Wilson, Mrs V. Pgfiter (nee Irvine\Mrs J Parker, (nee Simmons).
From the list of those of moyners Mrs Keggan Would have been the Principal
of the the Primary School affthe time of Canon Watgon's Funeral.
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Abbreviations used wq‘ eslie

D.R. = Diocesan Register

Cal. Reg. Flem. - Calendar of the/Register of\Nicholas Fleming. There is a new
edition if this, Brendan Smi¢h (ed.), The Negister of Nicholas Fleming,
Archbishop of Armagh, 1404-1416 (Ir1sh Ma scripts Commission, Dublin,
2003)

Reg. Prene - Register of fohn Prene, Archblshop of Armagh, 1439-43. The
register is among the Armagh Diocesan registry papeys in PRONI.

S.R. - Subscription Roll NG b

N.T.-?

D.E.M. - Dublin Evening | ail

Erck - J.C. Erck, Irish ccles1ast1ca1 Reglster published in a number of
editions between 1818 and {830)

A.F.M. - John O'Donovan, Annals of the Four Mastgrs

Morr. - Jaes Morrin, Cal ndar of the patent and; close xalls a&€hiRcery in
Ireland (ﬁ)ubhn, 186126 ' \ \ / \ N,
FF _ Flrst F._ olls ™ / &% W\

Rafer nces

Breathnach Bef(] i,Aheri h 1996
\ /i
Colos Ra %Qy "T L History b Wi
Gifford: he Co servatior}| % SH1: egy Report prbuced for

Monagharg I.County Council 11

in fatedtﬁﬁ'blili o urnal,

Livingstone Peadar The Monaghan Step#Historical Society Enniskillen 1980.
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ISBN 0 9501047 4 4 Watergate Pressfi@déember 1980

McCullum. R. Sketches of the highland\of Cavan and of Shirley Castle in
Farney taken during the Irish Famjhe

PRONI: Public Records Officefof 'N_Orhtern "Ire:l d: Various documents.

Quane, Michael. The Viscoynt Weymouth Gralfnm School, Carrickmacross.
Journal of the Royal Sociefy of Antiquities-of Ireland, Vol 86.1 (1956) pp. 27-
51 { LN al

Rushe, Denis Carolan B. T.C.D,, F.R_ZS.A.I.Histo of Monaghan for 200
Years. 1660-1860. f AL

Shirley, Evelyn Philip: Soifie account of the territpry or dominion of Farney,
Pickering, London, 1845 (Shirley 1845)
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